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CONTAINING 
A clear Detection, and moft convincing 
| Narrative .- 
OF 
Some of the crying Grievances, and fraudulent 
- Oppreffions, which gave the firft Rife to the 
eter growing Difcontents, Divifions, and 


- Animofities, among the Inhabitants of that 
Yeas 
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AS” ALSO 


L piveenlar Charatters of the chief Authors and Pro= 
~ -moters of thefe Diftractions, 





Prov. 27. 5 Open rebuke is ‘Miter than fecvet Love.” 

Chap. 28.4. They that forfake che Law, praife tke Wicked s But 
) = they that keep the Law contend with them. 

: Chap. 42. 10. Gaft out the Scorner, and Contention fhall go ont ; 
Me igs AOE Ne ig ae and Seon [hall ceafe. } 
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a Publifher’s PREFACE tothe Reader. 
A | Appening to caft my eyes, fome Time fince, on a late 
| Collection of Familiar Letters, written by fome Gene 
6  tlemen in Famaica, to their feveral Friends in London, 
y touching the then prefent State and Adminiftration of the 
a Government of that Ifland, and printed Anno 1713. and 

3 - judging that the Bulk thereof may have deterred feveral Per- 

a | fons, to whofe Hands the famemay have come, from giving 
a t ~ themfelves the Trouble of reading and deliberately confidering 
ma the whole Contents of that Collection ; “I cull’d out, from a- 
}  .. ~~ mong all the other Letters, that one whereof the following isa 
| - true Copy; as compreheisding, in my Opinion, much mvre va~ 
¥ riety of ufeful Matter, than any one of all the reft. And ho- 
Ny ping that fuch Perfons as now have, or hereafter may have it 
\f in their Power, to enquire finto, and redrefs all, or any of the 
M Grievances therein fet forth, may not grudge the Time they’ll 
: beftow on reading the following Sheets, I thought*it might 

poffibly be of fome ufe to the Publick, to’have it reprinted a- 

part, in the manner you now fee the fame. 
i The Author (whoever he be) feems to have been not only at 
= ‘abundance of pains, in procuring particular Information, 
A and making bimfelffully Matter of the feveral Matters of Fact 
A mention’d in this Letter, but has alfo fo very clearly recited 
a them, and exprefs’d bis own Thoughts and Antmadverfions 
fa thereon, and fupported the famie with fach circumftantiated E- 
a videnee,.and undoubted Authorities, that reckon it next to 
‘i an impofhbility, for any intelligent and unbyafs’d Perfon to 
af read the wholg. deliberately} once all over, without being 
a throughly convinced of the ananifeft and clear Truth thereof ; 
a % and confequently of the many. grofs Abufes impofed on the 
in | Queen and Her Miniftry here, as well as on Her Majefty’s Sub- 
a jects of Famaica, by.a Triumvirate of vile, profane, mercenary, 


and ignominious Upftarts, with the implicite Concurrence and 

| Suffrage of a certain Tool, they have got into their}Hands. 

& _ Some Réaders may poflibly object, That the Stile of the fol- 

a - towing Letter is too ferious and prolixs ~that the making ufe 

of {uch {criptural Texts, and Latin Quotations, as arc, bee 
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The Pub 


and there, interfperfed in it, favours too much of Pedantry ; 
and that, in fome Places, the thread of the Narrative feems 
to beinterrapted, with needlefs Digreffions. 

The Truth is, Thad once fome Thoughts of having made an 
Abridgment of this Letter, fo as to have reduced the chief 
Heads thereof, into a much narrower Compafs: But then I con- 
fidered that fuch a Abridgement would have quite alter’d the 
Quality thereof, and be much the fame as fathering another 
Man’s Child: Moreover, I confidered that no fuch clear view 
can be given, to Perfons here, of Affairs tranfacted at fo great a 
diftance, as when they are illuftrated with all the material 

‘Circumftances attending them: And then, as the fubjed& 
Matter is, of it felf, very grievous and affliGing, in many re- 
{peéts; fo ’tisno wonder if the Confideration thereof may 
have put the Writer ina more ferious Mood than ordinary, at 
the Time: Nay, who knows but that poffibly he may alfo 
have been a Sharer in fome of thofe Affictions, occafion’d by. 
the fraudulent and perjurious Practices complain’d of, in this 
Letters Andif fo, he muft, of courfe, have been (till the more 
affected therewith ; And therefore, in expoftulating about the 
bafe and horrid unworthinefs of fome of the Faistherein men- 
tioned, he could not, in a more pathetick and fercible 
manner, have inculcated a true and feeling Senfe thereof, in- 
to the mind:of his Correfpondent, than by appealing to the 
facred Oracles,and {ume approved moral Authors, fora Judg- 
ment in fuch Cafes: And {uch a fcriptusal {train feems (till 


the more natural, and lefs lable to Exception, if what I have — 
heard whifpered be true; that a certain Clergyman of that . 


Ifland (who, by the Duty of his Function,-may probably have 
thought himfelf obliged to Rebuke, Reprove, and Exhort, in 
Seafon and ont of Seafon.) wrote it; tho’, ashe is now fla- 
ted, be may not think it convenient to: Rave. bis Name pub- 
lickly known,.at lealt while he remains there ;.becan{e indeed 
the doing any good Office of that nature, upon the Pomt of 
Opinion, Intelligence, Brains, or Confcience, where fuch a 
Wolfifh Humor prevails,.as.no i 
monly confidered asa fort of Sea 





ndalum Magnathm 3 and, there- 


fore too frequently expoletli one to the Enyy, Hatred, ‘Malice. 


and Revenge of-fuch potent Calumniators, as may likewile be 
his Judges, even 1n their own Caufe, - ieee 
Then; as to fuch Digreffions gs are to be met with, in the - 


i 
is 


yet, upona more ferious Review, they'll appear to be trong 
fupplemental Arguments, for fupporting the verity of flich ge- 
| 4 A ea | 5 artial 
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ww reigns in Famaic4, 1s com- 


following Letter, tho” they may, at firt view, feem tobe fome- _ 
what: Foreign to the. chief Defign, and fubjedt-Matter thereof; - 
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neral. Characters as are given of the feveral Perfons therein na- 
med: And as to the fuppofed Charge of Pedantry, I take it 
for granted, that none but thofe who do not underftand La- 
tin, will find much fault with ufing appofite Latin Phrafes, on 
proper Occafions ; and even {uch Perfons will, upon perufal, 
find, if they flip over all the Latin Phrafes us’d here, the 
ane and{Coherence will {till remain clear enough, without 
them. 

I mutt own, it has, oftner than once, been the Subject of my 
Admiration, as well as Contemplation, how it {hould come to 
pals, that in all the Revolutions of State, and Changes of the 
Miniftry, which have happened here, thefe Sixty Years pait, 
and upwards, ever fince the happy Reftoration of King Charles 
IId. {0 great an Acceffion to the Power, Riches and Glory of 
this Kingdom, as are undoubtedly the feveral Colonics which 
compofe the Britifh Empire in America, fhould (even in the 
molt noted Periods of that Time, for either Peace or War) 
lye ill fo much negleéted, under fuch+a precarious Govern- 


-nent.and greiyous Adminiftration, as they have, for the moft 


part, labour’d under, both before and {ince the late fignal Re- 
volution ; tho’ of late Years (as far as I can learn) {till worfe 
and worfe. 3 

Tis true, the prefent Miniftry have had their Heads fo much 
imployed about the weightieft Affairs of State, at home, and 
in fettling the general Peace of Europe ; that it may, very jult- 


fly, be fuppafed, they have riot had Time enough, as yet, to 


look fo far Abroad, as to have taken immediate Cognizance 
of the feyeral Conftitutions’, prefent Circumftances, and 
particular Grievances of the Britifh Weft-India Plantations. 
But, ’tishhoped that, in due Time, thefe may likewife fall 
under their ferious Confideration. 

I know fome defi#hing and wicked People have been, and 
{till are, at no {mall Pains to inculcate into the Minds of all 


- Perfonsin Authority, whom they have the Opportunity of 


converfing or corre{ponding with, very.mean Notions and 
Sentiments of the Births, Education, Manners, Principles, 


and other Qualities of the Inhabitants of thole Plantations 5 


and, under ‘fuch difadvantagious Characters, their feveral 
(Oppreflors have, from Time to Time, enceavourd to mil- 


xeprefent them here, asa turbulent, factious, and uneafie 


= 


People,never to be pleafedjunder any Government whatfoever. 

* To which itmay very juftly be replied, That, upon an 
impartial Examination and Tryal, it would manifelily ap: 
pear, that all the Contentions and Animofities, which, at 


- any time,happen between the Governour and Inhabitants of 


any 
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to the Reader. EL to 


any of the Wft-India Plantations, have (generally {peaking, 
and particularly as to Famaica) bad their firlt Rife, from 
fome grievous and intolerable Acts of Oppreffion, in the 
Adminiftration : And therefore ’tis not to be much wonder’d 
at, if fuch fhould produce fome Repinings, Heart-burnings 


_and Difcontents, among a People otherways very peaceably 


difpofed; when the wifeft of Men found from his own Ex- 
perience, and left it to us,as acertain Aphorifin, recorded in 
Scripture, that Oppreffion maketh even a wife Man mad. 

It cannot be denied, but that, in peopling thofe Plantati- 
ens, many Perfons of obdfcure Births and very indifferent Cha- 
racters went, or were, from time to time, fent and tranfport- 
ed thither, as Occafion required: But’tis as true, that fome 
thoufands of Perfons of very creditable Families, good Edu- 
cation, and loyal Principles, went thither lkewife; fome 
through the Narrownefs of their Circumftances 5 fome to a- 
void the Miferies of the Civil War at home ; and others to 
improve fuch paternal or acquired Fortunes and Elfates, as 
they thought convenient to carry along withthem, at the time. 


_- The prefent Inhabitants are generaily Her Majefty’s natu- 
ral born Subjeéts, Natives either of England, Scotland, or 


Ireland, or born of fuch, in the Plantations: Many of them 
are Gentlemen of very liberal Education, fome even at Unt- 
verfities: And {uch having, by their own, or their Fore- 
fathers Induftry, acquired the Property and Pofleffion of ve- 
ry confiderable Plantations and Eftates, and being defirous 
and willing to enjoy the fame comfortably, and to live peace- 
ably, as good and dutiful Subjeéts, cannot but, grudge ex- 
tremely to find, that (as particularly in Famaica) profound 
Ignorance, accompanied with vaft {mpudence in fome, a 
{tupid, blind, indolent and implicite Acquiefcence in others, 
and acrafty, active, Knavifh Genius, blended with Lewd- 
nefs, Atheifm and Irreligion in a third fort, and all varnifh- 
ed over, with a fervile, fawning feeming Obfequioufnefs, 
fhould be the Chief, if not the only, recommending Quali- 
ties, to entitle even the worft of Men, tho’ fprung up as fud- 
denly, inone Night’s time, as Mufhrooms out of: a Dung- 
hill, toa Go———1+’s Favour ; while, at the fame time, 





Men of Virtue, «Merit and Capacity, are not only difcoura-: 


ged, infulted, and opprefled, but alfo revil’d, belied and ri- 
dicul’d, to.an intolerable Degree, with Buftoonry, Impu- 
dence and Nonfenfe ; to the great Encouragement of Vice 
and Immorality, inthofe Parts. 7 | 


Could we reatonably fuppofe, and be affured of a con- 
fant Succeflion of wife, judicious, juft, good and pious Prin- 
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The Publihers PREFACE 
ces on the Throne, like Her prefent Majefty ; and of fuch Itke 
Governors, in all Provinces and far diftant Plantations, and 
that thefe again would, in their Choice of all fuhordi- 
mate Judges, Magiftrates and other Officers, regulate them- 
felves by the moft apparent Proofs of the Vertue, Merit and 
Capacity of the feveral Candidates, for Offices of Truft and, 
Profit; 1 believe all good Men would join with me in Opt- 
mion, That, of all the feveral Forms of Goverment on Earth, 












-— an unlimited abfolute Government would undoubtedly be 


the beft, on many Accounts; but the Experience the World 
has had of the lamentable Weaknefs of fome Princes and Rus 
lers, of all Degrees, and of the extravagant Paffions and in- 
fatiable Avarice, Ambition, Luft, and Revenge of fome o- 
thers ; has fo fully demonflvated the Vanity and Folly of fuch 
a fruithefe and chimerical Suppofition, that the Wifdom of 
our Ancetftors found it neceflary to tie up even the beft of our 
Princes, as wellasthe bad, by good and wholefome Laws, 

The Confideration whereof makes it {till fo much more 
the Subje& of my Wonder; that a Governor of any Colony 
of Her Majefty’s Free-born Subjects, in the Wef-Indizs, fo 
far diftant from the Seat of Redrefs, either by Appeals, or o- 
therwife, fhould be vefted with a Power to govern, in a 
more abfolute and unlimited manner there, than even the 
Queen her felf can, according to Law, or ever did attempt to 
exercife in Great Britain. 

The Governor of Famaica (e. g.) is not only CAPTAIN 
GENERAL, and Commander in Chief of that Ifland, and 
other the Territories thereunto belonging, and likewife 
CHANCELLOR, and Vice-Adimiral thereof, but has alfo 
the foic Power of nominating, appointing, continuing, tarn- 
ing out, and putting in again, at Pleafure, as often and 
when ‘oever he will, all and every one of the Judges of all 
the other Courts of Judicature, throughout the faid Ifland; 
and likewife the Power of calling, continuing, adjourning, 
prorogning, diffolving, and iffuing new Writs, for fucceed- 
ing Affemblies, at Pleafure, without any manner of Limi- 
tation, as to time or othcrways: by Means whercot, the 
Erce-holdcrs have been frequently plagued, harraffed and dif- 
appointed, in their own private Affairs, by Elections and 
long Seffions, to little good Purpofe, at times very uafeaton- 
able for the Planting-Intere{t and as frequently prorogued 
or diflolved again, whenever they could not be prevail’d up- 
on, to comply implicitely with the arbitrary Dictates, and 
injurions Meafures of fome few defigning Perfons, whofe con- 
{rant Plotis to enrich themfelves,by enflaving the piped 
ae » athe 
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_ The Governor is likewife, in effect (tho’ not nominally) 
BISHOP of Famaica : For, he’s vetted with the fole Power 
of nominating, appointing, and collating Minifters in all 
and every one of the Parifhes of that Mland 5 (which are 17 
in Number) has alfo the granting of all Letters of Adminittras 
tion, all Probates of Wills and Teftaments, all Licences 
for Marriages, and Licences for permitting School-Mazlters to 
teach ; the naming and appointing Guardians for abfent Or- 
phans: And, in fhort, is fole Judge of all Matters relating 
to the Confiftorial or Ecclefiaftick Law there: 

Now, how fuch an univerfal Knowledge, Experience and 
Judgment, both of Men and Things, as feems neceflary to ace. 
complifh any Man, for the Difcharge of fo univerfal and uns 
limited a Truft, in fo many different Capacities as aforefaid, 
fhould (without immediate Infpiration) be acquired, by a 
Perfon who was never, any way, noted for the Brightnefs of 
his natural Parts, and whohad not the Advantage of any 
other Education, but what he had between the Stem and 
Stern of a Ship, everfince he was fent a young Youth to Seay 
in or about the Year 1687. is (1 muft own) above my Com- 


-prehenfion. And yet (which adds ftill to the Miferies of that 


Kiland) all the Commiifions, Commands, Orders, Injunctt= 
ons, Directions, Judgments, and Decrees of this fame Def= 
potick Go r, (or rather of his Triumvirate Tutors) are 
incomparably lefs liable to be revérfed, than the Decrees of 
the moft knowing as wellas the moft learned and judicious 
Lord High Chaficellor of Great Britain. | 
Por. 17. There can be no Appeal from the faid Go——t's 
Jadgment, unlefs the Sabjetium Con:roverfia be ef the Value 
of 500/. at the leaft. © ad/y. None can come off that Ifland, 
on any pretence whatfoever, without the Governot’s exprefs 
Leave in writing, under his Hand; which is fometimes not 
to be obtain’d, but by giving very extravagant Bail, far be 
yondithe Value of thé Subyect-Matter in Debate; and _fre- 
quently not, atall, on any account. And, 3dly, Even 
when an Appeal reachetlh huher, it cannot be try d any 
where, but before the Queenin Council: And the faid Go- 
vernor happening to be born of a great Family, (tho’ he be 
the very Refufe and worthlefs Dregs thereof) his noble Ree 





lations, Allies, and their Friends here, may poflibly. be fo far 


prepofiefled, by a natural Byafs (how imperceptible foever 
to themfelves) in his Favour, and for fapporting whatever is 
faid to be for his Power, Intereft and Credit (tho’", much more 
properly, for that {of his {candalous Tutors) that’tis ten to 
‘one, but.a poor Appellant, after all his Trouble, Pains and 
: i \ eu 
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Expence, may come off, with the weeping Crofs, at laft ; 
and have to fay with the difappointed Alchymift, Famque 
oleam operant perdidi. 7 

The melancholly Confideration of all which, as well as of 
the large Joint-Stock-Purfe, raifed from the Produce of Prize- 
Goods, Efcheated Eftates, and other Spoils of the Opprefled, 
which that nimble, crafty, and Jefurtical V n (Mr. 
R——by) has ready at Command (as being abfolute Pleni- 
potentiary here, for the Go- rand his fcandalous Fa- 
tion) and likewife of the amazing Reception, Countenance 
and Prote@tion he has likewife hitherto met with, makes ma- 
ny injur’d and opprefs’d Perfons in Famaica, who otherwife 
would be Appellants, fitdowntamely, and bear with their 
Miferies, as wellas they can, for the time; rather than ate 
tempt {wimming againft the Stream, while they fee the Tor- 
rent of their Defpotick Go r’s Fury, as well as that of 
his Tutors and Tools, ran with foimpetuous and _irrefiftible 
a Force, asat prefent ; notwith{tanding the maniteft Bent of 
the Generality of the Inhabitants Inclinations againft them: 
~ But fince the faid Governor has, by his fuftering himfelf to 
be (as he has been, all along, and {till is) implicitely go- 
vern’d, by the arbitrary Directions of the aforefaid Trium- 
virate, in all the Branches of his extenfive Adminiftration 5 
and confequently fubjeéted himfelf to the Odium of being 
cenfured for all their Mal-PraCtices, under the Umbrage of bis 
Authority ; and has hitherto, by the Intereft of his Relations 
and Friends here, {creen’d the faid Triumvitate from Profe- 
cutions,which otherwife would probably have fallen very hea- 
vy upon them; it may feem fomewhat ftrange that a Per- 
fon ever noted for a wretched, needy and avaricious Tem- 
per, fhould be fo far hood-wink’d, as (among many other 
over-look’d Advantages) to difpenfe with all manner of Fees, 
and Perquifites whatfoever, arifing by Vertue of his Epifcopal 














‘Power above-mention’d, (which, by thé by, are not inconfide- 


rable) thefe three Years, laft paft, in favour of bis pious and 
Orthodox Suffragan, Mr. R—wby, (vide Pag. 13,814, 15, 16.) 


And which makes fuch a Piece of Delufion fo much {till 





the more ridiculous, the faid Ri——d &- by has ban- 
ter’d the Gov-——r into an implicite Belief, that he (the 
faid R——by) holds the fame, not by his Excellency’s Fa- 
vour, but de Fure as Deputy-Secretary of the Ifland: And 
his trufty Sub-Deputy (Doctor Si-—rt, another of the afore- 
faid Triumvirate) de faélo receives the fame now for him in 
his Abfence. But the Reader will readily difcower the Rea- 


fon thereof, and of many much grofler Abnfes, by reading the 
following Letter, =~ : A LET: 
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eA LETTER, containing an Account of the moff | 

general Grievances of JAMAICA, arifing from 
the Multiplication of Offices in the ‘Perfon of | 
R. R—by Ej; fome of the many fraudulent | : 


= _ 
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Prattices by which he and his eAccomplices do 
aggrandize thei own Fortunes, under the falfe 
Pretence of increafing the Queen’s Revenue, by 
efcheating many Freeholders Eftates, &c. as alfo 
ome fhort Hints touching the Charaéters, De- 
figus and Principles of the faid R.R—by and 
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ees Famaica, 6 Otob. 1712. i g 

SIR, t q 

HERE having been an Embargo on all Ships here, fince ¥ 

the Day of Auguff, till Monday laft; and no Ship i. 

arriving here, from Britain ot Ireland, thefe two Months _¥ 

paft, we are impatient to know whet fhould be the ii: 

Caufe thereof, efpecially fince our laft Advices put us in hopes of ' if 

the {peedy Conclufion of a General Peace: Tho, at the fame time, WN 

we have been plagued and harafs’d here, with Martial Law, more 1 

than during the Heat of the War ; and that too, immediately upon t y 

the back of a moft terrible and deftru€tive Hurricane ; which made ! | 
the Confequences of Martial Law fo much the more infupportably \ a | 

grievous, to all the Inhabitants of this Ifland : But fince | reckon | i g 

that moft of the Letters which go by this Conveyance will, of y 


courle, be cramm/’d with difmal Accounts of the aforefaid Hurtin. ~ 
cane, €sc. I think it needlefs to trouble you, or my felf, with a-— 
ny particular Detail of the Effects thereof, at this time. 


sre 
Com Cems 


a SEE 


In my Letter of the 184 of July, by the Bignal-Galley (te ¥ 
which Irefer) I gave you fome curfory View of the Conititution © i. 
of our Government here 3 and withal fome general Characters of nN 
the conftituent Members of a certain Triumvirate, by whole Con- ok 


| trivance and Influence, the fame is, upon every different Occafion, 
— modell’d and_metamorphofed fo as to fuit with their feveral Pur-' 
pofes, from time to time. 

You may remember, it was a current Story here, fome Years . 
ago, that wher one of the Inhabitants of Montferrat happen’d to 
be condoled here, vpon account of the Loffes they had fuftain’d 
there, fome time before, by a Hurricane ; hefaid, this land was 
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much more to be pitied than they, fince we had got a worfe and 
more lafting Plague amongft us, (viz. B——k) whom they had 
banifh’a from Montferrat, under a fevere Penalty, never to return 
thither again; even tho’ he has fiill, to this hour (as | am eredibly 
informed) a Legal Title to a Plantation there, which he craftily 
obtained, by treacherouily fupplanting his Client. 

Had it been poffible for that Perfon to have had as lively a Con- 
ception, and previous View of Mr..R—by’s Contrivances and Atti- 
ons here, thefe feveral Years paft, as he had of Br——k’s, he 
would have thought this [land moft lamentably'plegu’d with a 
witnefs, to fee them the twe chief conflituent Members of the 
Triumvirate aforefaid, and acting here in concert. Nor indeed can 
1 forefee when an End may be putto the many afflicting Grievances 
under which this poor difcouraged land doth now labour, until 
{ome Men of Eminence in the Goveinment at home, be fully ap- 

riz’d, and take Cognizance of the faid R——by’s Character and 
Fondudt, ina very (pecial manner: For which end, | adventure 
to fend you. now an introductory Account of fome part thereof 5 
by which it may appear, that a Perfon of fuch Jefuitical Principles 
and Pra¢tices as R by is fingularly noted for, is too hard 2 





Match for the Simplicity and plain Dealing of the Generality of 


our Planters here. 

The faid Mr. R—by having had fome Years Schooling on the 
Foundation of Eaton College (as one of his Cotemporaries, @ 
Planter of this Ifland, informed me) he ferved fome time there- 
afrer in tlie Quality of Clerk to an Attorney in the Temple, (as one 
of hisfather’s Apprentices (now likewife a Planter inthis Ifland, 
told me :) But having,it feems, more alpiring Thoughts, ‘and being of 
a Family that pretended to fome Merit at the Court of St. Germains, 
he took a Trip thither, and remain’d fone Years abroad ; where 
(as 1 am likewife inforin’d) he had the chief part of his Education 
with the Jefuits, both in France and Italy. However, finding the 
tacobite Intereft decline apace, and being difappointed of what he 
propofed to himfelf and follicited for at St. Germains, (as 2Gentle- 
nan, who was then intimate with him in France, likewife inform’d 
me) he return’d for England. Buthis extreme Modefty not allow- 
ing him to put in for any publick Bufinefs in England, where his 
Charader, and that of his Family, were pretty well known, he 
tranfaéted, in the Year 1705, with Mr. Edward Hyde, the then 
Provoft-Marfhal of this Iiland, for refigning in his Favour, and 
procuring him (the faid R———by) a new Grant or Patent for that 
Office, in confideration of a certain Sum of Money, to be paid at 
{uch Times, and in fuch Manner, and Proportions, as was then 
agreed upon: And the faid Mr, Hyde ating only by a Deputy, 
and knowing (it feems) but very little of the Nature of Value of 
that Place, was (as I am likewife credibly informed) fufficiently 
impofed upon, in making that Bargain. ! 

However, Mr. R——by arriving here, foon after, with the Cha- 
raéter and Authority of Provoft-Marfhal Generalof this Tfland, and 
giving himfelf the Air of being a ric Affertor of the eis i 

: ciples 
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(3) 


ciples then, and ftill, moft in fathion here, did, by his natural 
Cunning, with the help of his acquired Parts, fo transform him- 
felf into feveral Shapes, as Occafign offer’d, and adapt his Meafures 
to fuch various Purpofes as he had in view, that he thereby ren- 
dred himfelf fo very acceptable to the then Governor, that, in a 
fhort time thereafter, he became the chief Favourite, 

At the Governor’s Requeft, Colonel B ry (a Gentleman 
of loyal and worthy Principles (and having a very opulent For- 
tune here) was prevail’d upon to be Security (for Form’s fake, as v 
it were) in a Bond of 4000 I. for the faid Mr. R—Jy’s faithful Dif- 
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charge of his Office, as Provoft-Marfhal ; tho’ an abfolute Stranger | fe 
to him, at the time : But happening to go, both of them in Com- i Wy 
pany, to the Bath, up to Windward, and remaining fome time DY 
there, drinking the Waters, the {aid R——by did fo perpetually Rk 
teaze that Gentleman with repeated Ledtures out of his beloved | § 
Vade mecum (Machiavel’s Works) and, with all the force of his y 
Rhetorick, did fo endeavour to inculcate the like political Prin- | § 
ciples in him, that, ever thereafter, Colonel B r look’d upon v 


him (the faid R——dy) as the moft dangerous and enf{naring Per- 
fon, and of the moft loofe and pernicious Principles, of all the 
Men that ever he knew, in this Ifland: And being, therefore, re- 
folved not to have any farther Dealing or Familiarity with him, 
gave him Warning to find other Security, for that he was detere 
min’d not to continue bound any longer for him. 
~ The faid Mr. R——by, upon the Death, or other Removal of the 
then Clerk of the Council, and Deputy-Secretary of this Ifland, 
was, by the then Governor’s Favour, in or about the Month of 
Ofober, 1706. appointed tofucceed in the Execution of thefe Off- 
ces; and, by Virtue of the fame Intereft, obtain’d, in or about. 
the Year 1707. from Mr. Baber, the Patentee, a Deputation for 
executing the feveral Offices and Places of Secretary of this Ifland, 
Clerk of the Enrolments, and Commiffary-General of Stores, Pro- 
vifions, 6c, for the {mall yearly Confideration of 230], as I am 
informed, . ; 
And it happening fo, that, though many Complaints were exhi- 
bited to the Governor, Council and Affembly, againit the faid Mr. 


So SKE 


a EAS we ERR! 


Oe eee a a gay Wane ee 


SS ee. Se 


AE! 


a Fa ia Pe 


SSS 


enna to 


ee an Sg 


ae 


Pe tial 
SS eee 
PINE ay pat 
OL .. 


R—by, for alledg’d Male-adminiftrations committed, and arbitrary . i 

extravagant Fees exacted by him or his Deputies,in or about the Exe- oq 
—cution of the faid feveral and refpedtive Offices ; yet, by his great | & 
- Power and Intereft ;with the then Governor, the fame were always i aS 
lighted, fhuffled, or put off, from time to time, till the faid Go- i k 
--vernor and Council were, by repeated Complaints and Importuni- ; £ 
ties, (as Lam credibly informed) prevailed upon, at laft, to make sf 
an Order; or Rule of ‘Council, That he (the faid Mr. R—Dy) ot a 


any other fucceding Clerk of the Council, fhould not, as fuch, de- 
mand of feceive, from any Tradefman or others, any Gratuity, 
Fee, or Reward whatfoever; but that, in confideration thereof, 
fuch Clerk fhould be allowed ro s, and no more, out of the Pub- 
lick Revenue, ‘for every Order of the Governor and Councils 


-kouching the Payment of } >. or in Words to that effect : 
| le the Payment of Money, Kes A aie 
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Whereupon Mr. R—by took occafion, fome time thereafter, to 

compliment Governor Handafyd, by refigning the faid Office o 
Clerk of the Council, in fa,our of Mr. Silvefter Stuckley, his Excel- 
Jency's Secretary at the time. 

And as a farther Confirmation of the Truth of the aforefaid 
Charge againft Mr. R by, the Aflembly of this Ifland, convened 
at St. Jago de la Vega, on the 17th of April, 1711. did, upon exa- 
mining the Truth of the feveral Matters of Fact, mentioned in the 

Petitions, or Complaints, then exhibited againft him, Vote and 
Refolve, nemine contradicente, That He (the faid Mr. R—by, was 
guilty of having demanded feveral arbitrary and exorbitant Fees, SCs 
And thereupon ordered, That a Bill for regulating Fees (which 
was in a former Seffion pafied by the Governor, Council, and Af- 
{embly, on the like account, tho’ refufled at home) fhould be then 
again brought in, with fuch proper Amendments, as were directed 
by Her Majefty in Couneil: and in_purfuance thereof, the faid 
Governor, Council and Ailembly, palled an Ad for regulating Fees 
accordingly. . 

Hete I muft not omit informing you, Fhat, fome time after 
pafling the aforefaid unanimous Refclve of the Affembly, Mr. K—by 





_ did, by his dextrous Management, obtain a fubfequent Vote, That 


he had executed the Office of Secretary of this Ifland to the Satisfaction 
6f the Houfe; ot in Words to that: effet ; which happend thus : 
While this Matter was depending before the Affembly, he affected 
a political Sicknefs, and gave out, in a fezming private manner, 
that he intended to quit the Ifland, for the Recovery of his Health, 
&5'c. and made Offers of refigning fome one or other of the Offices 
then executed by him, to each of ieveral Perfons, who, by their re- 
{nective Relations had Intereft with, and Influence on fome Members 
of the Afiembly ; and having, by meansof {uch Affurance, as he gave 
che Candidates for thefe Offices refpectively, taken off the Edge of 
their Friends in the Aflembly, who promiled to favour him, and ufe 
their _Intereft with other Members likewife, on the aforefaid ac- 
count, the faid laft Vote was carried in, his favour, in manner a- 
hove recited : And tho’ leveral pretended Bargains for refigning the 
aforefaid Offices, to feveral Perfons, were carried on fo far, that 
{ome of the Parties fent Credit, and others actually remitted Mo- 
ney to England, for that effect ; yet the real Ends for which the 
aforefaid pretended Refignments were firth offered, being fully an- 
{wered, none of the faid Bargains were ever fulfilled or comply’d 
with by Mr. R—Dy, to this hour. 

However, without any regard to thefe pretended Bargains, the 
fame Governor, Council and Affembly were fo fully convinced of 
Mr. R—by’s over-dextrous Management (not to give it a harder 
Name) in the Execution of the feveral Offices abovementioned, 
and of the dangerous Confequences that did and might attend the 


executing them, by one and the fame Perfon, that, for prevens 


zion thereof, forthe fuiure, they made an Actin the Month of June, 
171t. That from and after the fv Day of May, 1712. no Secretaryy 


oy Deputy Secretary, for the time being, in this Land, fhould be 
. | pable 
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pable to hold, ufe, exercife, or enjoy the Office or Place of Provoff- 
Mavfoal, or Deputy Provoft-Marfbal of this Ifland, ov, by any Ways or 

Means, to execute oy officiate in that Office, or any other Office of Pro 
fit in this Ilana: And that no Provaft-Marfbal or Deputy Provoft- 

Marjoal of this Ifland, foould be capable to hold, ufe, exercife, or ens 
joy the Office ov Place of Secretary, or Deputy-Secretary of this Ifland, 
or by any Ways or Means to execute or officiate in that Office, or any 
other Office of Profit in this Ifland : But that the fame and all other Off- 
ces of Profit in this Ifland, jbould be, for ever thereafter, diflind and | 
feparate, fo as that no two or more Offices of Profit in this Iffand should, Hie 
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upon any Pretence whatfoever, be in the Hands of any one Perfon, ov i a 
any one Perfon receive the Projits of two ov more of the faid Offices, Sc. in 
But the Aflembly had at the fame time fuch a dutiful Regard to i \ 


the Queen’s Prerogative in granting Patents, to whom Her Majefy 
fhould think fit, that they added a {pecial Claufe to the faid Act ; 
referving the fame; tothe end it might not meet with any Ob- 
firuction in obtaining the Royal Affent at home. 

Mr, R—by carried bis Refentment fo far againft Mr. Beckford the 
then Speaker, and other leading Members of that Affembly, that 
he, and fome few others in his Interett, prevail’d with the then 
Governor (upon a fham Pretence) to diffolve ’em, in of about the 
Month of June, 1711. (which was but two Months from the time 
of their fisft Convention) and to iflue out new Writs for another 
Affembly to be conven’d at St. Fago de la Vega, on Monday the 234 
of July following: In the Interval of which time, his Excellency, 
the Loid Archibald Hamilton, our prefent Governor, arriving here, 
the {aid new Aflembly met accordingly, on the aforefaid 234 Day 
of Fuly ; have been continued, by ieveral Prorogations, ever fince ¢ 
and are, in all Appearance, likely to be continued the fianding Af- 
fembly of this land, as long as the {aid Mr. R—by and Mr. Br— 

- ck, our prefent Attorney-General, are fupported in the unlimited 
Influence which they now have on the Adminiftration of all pub- 
lick Affairs here ; for many of the Members of the prefent Affembly 
having, very unexpectedly, and in a moft furprizing manner, been 
chofen, with much more linifler Art than ever was practis’d in, or 
about any former Elections in this [land ; and being, by reafon of 
their narrow Circuinftances, and the affumed Privileges they en- 
joy, of being protected againft their lawful Creditors, implicitly 
devoted to the arbitrary Dictates of Meflieurs R——Yy and B-——ek, 
in call Matters that can come before them; it is not to be fuppofed, 
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that fuch thorough-pac’d Tools will be readily parted with, aslong N 

as they can be kept together, k 

Now, confidering thac Mr. R—-ly, as Provoft. Marfhal-General, '- 

is, by his Deputies, Marfhals, and Deputy-Marfhals, the Execut- i: . 

| oner of the Law, both in Civil and Criminal Cafes 5 and is (by (i q 
 Deputation from Mr. Baber the Patentee) Secretary of the Ifland, id 
for Regi Hi 


Commiflary-General, and Clerk of the Enrolments, . 
Sale, Letters Patents, Ne 
f 


and has likewile, 
imfelf) the meee 
of 


{tring all Deeds and Conveyances, al] Bills of 

and other Acts and Matters ufually enrolled bere 

(even to the manifett Prejudice of the Governor h 
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(6) 
of all Fees and Perquifites of and for all Probates of Wills and Tefta- 
ments, the granting of all Letters of Adminiftration, and all Licenfes 
forMarriage, sc. it was no {mall furprize to moft of the intelligent 
and thinking Men of this Ifland, to fee him, (the faid R——}y) ad- 
vanc’d yet farther, to be one of the Council- Board, by Virtue of a 
Privy-Seal, which the prefent Governor was prevailed upon, by 
6a the Perfwafions of Sir Cs W: r, and: Meffieurs K——t 
A h | and T=~—n, to bring over along with him, for that end: And in- 
| deed the Concern of the Inhabitants for his aforelaid Promotion, 
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: | {eems to be too well grounded, becaufe (as being a Member of the 
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A a Council, in conjunction with his aforefaid Offices) he atts now ina 
Be i Legiflative, Judicial, and Executive Capacity; and by means of 
e | il that accumulated Power, together with his manifeft Influence on 
, the Governor, in all refpects whatfoever, feems to be uncontro- 
|| Jably skreen’d and protected from all manner of Complaints that 
| dare now be exhibited againft himfelf, or his Deputies; and has 
a r || too great an Opportunity of juftifying any Male-adminifirations 


{| that can happen in the Execution of all and fingular the Offices 
os il and Matters refpectively before-mention’d. 

| Many of the original Deeds and Securities of feveral Perfons 
a Effates in this Ifland having been, through Courfe of Time, and 
the Influence of this Climate, worn and defac’d, and many others 
quite lof, by the terrible and never to be forgotten Earthquake, 
which happen’d here in the Year 1692. the great Fire that de- 
ftroyed all Port Royal a fecond time, in the Year 1702. and, pto- 
| bably too, by the late dreadful Hurricane, which happen’d in Au~ 
guft laft ; nothing can poffibly be of greater Importance, for the 
| Security of the Freeholders of this Ifland, touching the quiet and 
peaceable Poffeffions of their Eftates, than that the publick Records 
| and Enrolments of all Patents, Deeds and Conveyances, be taken 
I i Gate of, fo slam as ic may not be inthe Power of any Perfon,entrufled 
1H with the Cuftody thereof, to withdraw, conceal, deftroy, or other- 
| wife embezzle, any of the aforefaid Records ; Yet (to the great 
a Surprize, Difquiet, and irreparable Lofs of many Freeholders here, 
| who purchafed their Eflates for valuable Confiderations) a Difco- 
He very has been made, within thefe few Years paft, that the publick 
Hi Records and Enrolments of all Deeds and Conveyances, made 
i here in the Years 1671 and 1672. are loft or withdrawn, (no 
body can tell which way :) And Mr, R—ly and his Accomplices 
having the Opportunity of fearching and making Enquiries into 
WW fuch Defeéts, as may poffibly feem to be in the Connexion of feve- 
Hi ral Freeholders Rights to the Poffeffion and Enjoyment of their_re- 
ss Speétive Ettates, purchafed as aforefaid. Many more finifter Ules 
i" have been made, in Mr. R——by’s time, of the cafual lofing of 
| real Deeds, Conveyancesand Records, in manner above-mention’d, 
! under the Pretence of efcheating fuch Eftates to the Queen, than 
i ever were inade in 40 Years before; which made the Governor, 
\ Council and Affembiy, in orabout the Month of July, 1711. pals 
another AG, intituled, 4n 4% for the further quieting Mens Poffef- 
fions, and preventing vexatious Suits at Law, Sc. to prevent the 
. ee at ; trum pe 
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thereof, return’d by the Jury. 





trumping up, forthe future (under the falfe colour of ferving the 
Interett of the Crown) feveral pretended Grounds for E{cheating 
many honeft and laborious Planters Eftates, and, at the fame time, 
clandeflinely fecuring Grants thereof to themfelves or their Friends,’ 
fometimes under borrowed Names, for trifling and very {mal} 
Confiderations to the Crown, bearing no manner of Proportion to 
the true Value thereof. 

And that it may manifefily appear how very grofly both the 
Crown and the Subject have, of late Years, been, and {till are im 
pofed upon, by fuch finifter and unjuttifiable Practices ; You are, 
in the firft place, to know, That as there have been but very few 


(if any) Efiates in this Ifland e{cheated as aforefaid, before Mr. 


R—by’s time; fo upon complaint made, feveral Years ago, by 
Col. R—d Ll—d, Mr. Wh—ch, and others, then at London, touche 
ing fome Abufes of that kind, and particularly in relation to a Cert- 
tain Number of Negro-flaves pretended to have been e{cheated to 
the Queen, and of which Mt. R—by had obtain'd a Grant in his 
own Favour, from the late Governor Handafyd 5 her ‘Majefty, for 
preventing the like Abufes, for the future, was eracioully pleafed 
to order, that Reftitution fhould be made of thefe Negroes, to the 
rightful Owner, and to givefucceflive Orders and Infiructions, ever 
fince, both to the late and prefent Governor of this Lland, not to 
difpofe of any Fine, Forfeiture or Efcheat, of above the Value of Ten 
Pounds, to any Perfon whatfoever, without jirft acquainting ber Ma- 
jefly therewith, . 

Yet, to fruftrate Her Majefty’s moft Gracious Intentions, by fuch 
her Royal Inftrudions, all Writs of Efcheat being directed to the 
Proyoft-Marfhal and his Deputies, Care is always taken to eimpan- 
nel fuch packt Juries as will, either through Ignorance oF Detign, 
or both, (tho’ upon Oath) make their Return of any Eftate, under 
Inguifition at the Time, to be of as little value 2s, under any co- 
jourable Pretence whatever, they poflibly can ; and. that too, for 
three feveral Reafons : 1. To the end that the eftimated Value re- 
turn’d by the Jury may not exceed the Sum limited by Her Majefty’s 
aforefaid Initru€tions, and fo fall within the Governor’s Gift, 
without being obliged to make any Application to Her Majefty, 
the Lord High Trealurer, the Secretary of State, or the Lords 
Commiffioners for Trade and Plantations, puifuant to Her Majefly’s 
aforefaid Inftru@ions touching the fame. . 

2. Becaufe by how much the lefs any efcheatable Effate is vas 
lued by {uch Jury for the Queen, fo much the. more toom will 
there be left for the Efcheat-Patentee’s giving a good round Com- 
pofition to the Governor, Provoft-Marfhal, Attorney-General, oc. 

3. Tathe end that, in cafe an Heir happen to appear, and put 
in his Claim to any Ettate efcheated as aforefaid, before the Expi- 
ration of the three Years allowed and limited by an A& of this 
Ifland, the Efcheat-Patentee may not be liable to account for the 
real Value, or Produce of fuch Eflate, duting the Time of its conti- 
nuance in his Poffeffion ; but only according to the fham Eflimate 
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(3) 
Thus, for Example, Nathaniel Herring, E{q; a Member both of 
the laft and prefent Aflembly, having bought a Plantation of about 
540 Acres of Land, in the Parith of We/tmorland, (where great 
part of his paternal Eftate lies) and being one of thole Gentlemen 
who had, all along, tco difcerning a Sente of the crafty Defigns of 
our Triumvirate, to fuffer themfelves to have been prevail’d up- 
on, by any artful Infinuations, or circular Contrivances whatfo- 
ever, to proftitute their Reafon, and the common Intereft of the 
Ifland fo far, as to give the Suffrage of their Votes implicitly, ei- 
ther in Elections or Affemblies, to the fraudulent Propofals, or 
magifterial Dictates of the faid Triumvirate (as too many poor- 
{pirited truckling Fools, and others worfe than Fools, have done. ) 
And our vigilant Triumvirate never flipping any Opportunity by 
which they may exert their Power over, and execute their Revenge 
upon all Men of ftanch and honourable Principles, as occafion 
may offer ; Mr. Herring had Notice given him that they were ful- 
ly determin’d to pick a Hole in his Pocket, by trumping up fome 
Pretence or other for e{cheating the Plantation which he had then 
lately bought, as aforefaid, under the Colour of fome feeming De- 
fect which they had difcover’d in the Connexion of the Conveyan- 
ces thereof to him, Whereupon, confidering that the Judges of 
_the Grand-Court, who were to judge thereof, were abfolutely at 
the Beck and Difpofal of the Governor and his Governors, (the 
Triumvirate aforefaid) That the Appealing from that Court to 
the Governor and Council of this Ifland, (as they are now {tated ) 
would have been much the {ame as leaping out of the Frying-pan 
into the Fire ; And that Appealing again from thefe to the Queen 
and Council at home, would not only have been attended with 
great Difficulties and Expences, and might have had a very uncer- 
tain Event ; bur that likewife in any Event whatfoever, the whole 
Subject- Matter was not of a Value fufficient to have an{wer'’d all 
that Hazard, Labour, Cofts and Lofs of Time 5 Mr, Ierring was 
advis’d (asthe fafeft Courfe, for making the beft of a bad Market) 
to take the ftart of the Triumvirate’s Tools, by informing againtt 
himlelf; that is, by taking out a Writ of Efcheat, on the afore- 
{aid pretended Ground ; to the end that, as being the Informer, 
and at the Charge of fuing the faid Writ, inthe Queen’s Name; 
Cuflom would, in a great meafure, entitle him to have had the 
Refufal of the Gift thereof from the Governor, upon the Terms 


and Conditions ufual] in fuch Cafes, Upon the whole Matter, the 
Provoft-Marfhal impanel’dfuch a Jury, as, upon Inguifition, re- 
turned the Value of the {aid Plantation to be to the Queen no more 
than/ t: 2:6. And yet, befides all manner of Fees to the Pro- 
‘voit-Marfhal, Attorney-General, Grand-Court, Clerk of the Pa- 
tents, €5c. Mr. Herring was, by private Compofition with the a- 
forefaid Triumvirate, {crewed up, and forced to give a Premium 
of /, 300 to the prefent Governor, for an Efcheat-Patent of the 
{aid Plantation, though previoufly bought by him, as afore- 
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Nor did they think it enough to pinch him in that manner; bue 
when, at laft he agreed to their own Terms, and. offer’d, in pay- 
ment of the faid /. 300. to give the Governor accepted Bills, un- 
der the Hands of his Fadtois, (two fufficient Merchants at King- 
ffon) for the like Value; the Triumvirate would not allow his 
Excellency to accept thereof : Mr. Herring then offer’d (in regard 


he was neceffarily pre-engaged to go 30 or 40 Leagues to leeward, 
bya.Sloop that was ready to fail thither from Port-Royal, very 


early next Morning) to give an obligatory Note under the Hand. 


of his Brother-in-law, Leer Beckford, Efg; (who is, you know, a 
Gentleman of as confiderable an Eftate and good Credit as any Man 
in this Ifland) for the Payment of the faid /. 300 in 24 Hours times 
that is, as foon as the Money could be conveniently brought from 
Kingflon : Yet the faid Triumvirate {till diffwaded his Excellency 
from accepting any Billor Note whatfoever, in payment of the 
faid 1. 300, but only ready Money ; alledging, at the fame time, 
that the faid Meff. Beckford and Herring muft have had fome De- 
fign of tricking his Excellency, by their urging him to accept of a- 
ny Note or Bill in Payment of the Premium above-mention’d - 
Whereupon Mr. Herring (to fave his then intended Paffage by the 
{aid Sloop) was fore’d to go immediately to King/ton, for the faid 
f. 300, which, upon his Return, he paid in Specie, about 9 or 10 
a-Clock that fame Night, at Doéor Stewart’s Houle ; where his 
Excellency boarded at the time, 

And yet, after all, (by the Suggeftions and Inftigations of this 
fame Triumvirate, R ~-— by, Br-——~k, and Si——t ) their 
‘Nopeful Pupil, our wile, judicious, learned, pious, great, magna- 
nimous, and generous Governor, {able to defend us both by Sea 
and Land *) has, feveral times fince, upbraided notonly Mr. Her- 
ring, -but likewife Mr. Beckford, with alledged Ingratitude, for vo- 
ting and acting, upon feveral Occafions, againft what he was plea- 
fed to call his Intereft, after he had condefcended to take the a- 
bove-faid Premium of /. 300, for what, he faid, he was inform’d 
fince, was worth J. 500, 

By all which’you may plainly fee after what manner Men of 
Probity and Integrity, and who have a due Regard to the Intereft 
of their Fellow-Subjects, whom they reprefent in the Affembly, 
are, and ftill muft expect to be treated, while the Adminiftration 
of the Government here is continued in the Hands of thefe rapa- 
cious and devouring Cormorants, 

But, tothe end this may not feem to be the only Inftance of fuch 
Proceedings, Pll furnifh you with fome few others, of many more, 
that may (if needful) be given of our Triumvirate’s over dextrous 
Management in relation to Efcheats ; without regard to either the. 
Degree, Quality, Character or Circumftances of tne Perfon age rie- 
ved, or to be aggrieved thereby ; provided They may, by any ways 
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ot means whatfoever, obtain their Ends: For indeed, all is good 
Fifth to them, that once happens to come into their Net. 

Thus, altho’ Nicholas Blake, of the Parith of St Elizabeth, a Qua- 
ker, did obtain, from the late Governor Handafyd, a Patent under 
the Broad Seal of this Ifland, for a Plantation, to him and his 
Heirs for ever, confifling of two Parcels of Land, which contain, 
by Survey, about rroo Acres, in the faid Parifh, bearing Date the 
59th of Fanuary, 1722. (whether as having been then e{cheated ta 
the Queen, or not, | cannot pofitively charge my Memory, at pre- 
fent: However, I dare venture to fay, that Patent was not ob- 
tain’d per formam Pauperis) yet, be all that as it will, mofl certain 
qt is that, uponthe faid Governor Handafyd’s Removal and Depat- 
ture for England, our nimble Triumvirate quickly transferring their 
mercenary Idol-worfhip from the late to the prefent Object there- 
of, fell upon Ways and Means to perfwade the faid Nicholas Blake, 
that, by reafon of fome pretended Defect in the above-recited Pa- 
ent, *¥c. the Lands therein mention’d were ftill efcheatable to the 
Queen ; and that the only Remedy he had left him, for main- 
taining the Poffeffion,and obtaining the indifputable Right thereof, 
was (for the preventing any other Informer, as in the aforefaid 
Cafe of Mr. Herring) to inform, and take out a Writ of Efcheat 
againft himfelf, €jc. Andthat, upon his Surrender of the afore- 
secited Patent, and giving fome reafonable Confideration for a new 
Patent of Ef{cheat, in ample Manner and Form, for the aforefaid 
Lands and Appurtenances, the fame might be unqueftionably fe- 
cur’d to him and his Heirs forever ; Whereupon he being prevail‘d 


with to proceed accordingly, the Provoft-Marfhal impanel’d {uch a 


Jury, as, upon Inguifition, return’d the total Value of both the 
{aid Parcels of Land to be, to the Queen, no more than 2/, 25 6d. 
And yet, befides all manner of Fees and extraordinary Confidera- 
tions to the Provoft-Marfhal and his Deputies, to the Attorney 
General, the Grand Court, Clerk of the Patents, €sc. the faid Ni- 
cholas Blake was, by private Compofition with the aforefaid Tri- 
umvirate and their Pupil, prevail’d with (1 will not fay forced ) to 
furrender and deliver up the faid Patent, which he had fo very late- 
ly obtain’d from the late Governor Handafyd, andto give a Premi- 
um of 3001, to the Lord 4v—-d Ha— ou, out prefent Gover- 
nor, for anew Patent of the fame Lands, granted de novo, in 
March \aft, to him the faid Nicholas Blake, and his Heirs for 
ever. 

J will not fay that any compulfory Arts were made ufe of, for 
making Nicholas Blake come into the Meafures and Agreement 


~ aforefaid ; for, it may be faid, Volenti non jit Injuria : But 1 affure 


you, he himfelf complain’dto me, and others too, that it coft him 
{everal Journeys from Leeward, befides the Trouble of bringing his 
Friend Jfaac Gale, oftner thanonce, from Aiugfton to Spanifh Town, 
to follicite on his behalf, andjco beat down the demanded Premium 
of soo |, for the faidlaft Patent, before the faid Efcheat Brokers 
condefcended at laft to accept of 300 J. for the Governos’s Share 5 
and farther too, that a poliuve Stop was put to his obtaining what’s 
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commonly gtanted, of courfe, to all Perfons requiring the fame, on 
the ordinary Conditions (viz.an Order for {urveying and meafuring 
out fome Waft-Land) until firft he’d take out the faid laft Patent, 
and give up the former, €5'c. which when dene, he then got the 
{aid Order to the Surveyor of courfe. Now whether fuch Pra@tice 
will anfwer the Triumvirate’s pretended Zeal of ferving Her Ma- 
jefiy’s Intereft, and encreafing the Revenue of the Crown, I leave 
it to you, or any other indifferent Perfon to judge. 

It were an endlefs Labour to enumerate all the particular Cir- 
cumftances of {uch Cafes ; and therefore I fhall, for the future, 
sive you only fome farther Inftances of the fcandalous Difference 
which thefe Efcheat-Jobbers make between the pretended and? real 
Value of {uch Eftates as fall by (hook or by crook) under their Ma- 
nagement. 

A {mall Plantation containing, by Survey, about 52 Acres of 
Land, in theParith of St. Elizabeth, was upon Inquifition, by a 
Jury, valued to the Queen at no morethan 2s. 24.2, And yet, in 


confideration of an Efcheat-Patent for the fame, Mr. Fobn Fofter - 


(the Son-in-law, if I miftake not, of the aforemention’d Nicholas 
Blake) paid, asa private Premium, 50/. tothe prefent Governor, 
befide all ordinary Fees and extraordinary Charges, &5'c, as in the 
former Cafes above-recited. 

In like manner, five feveral Parcels of Land, containing, by 
Survey, about 200 Acres, fituated in the Parith of Weffmorland, 
were, upon Inquifition, by a Jury, valued to the Queen only at 
8 Shillings and 4 Pence: And yet (befide all Fees, and other ex- 
traordinary Charges, as in the preceding Cafes) William Dornel of 
the faid Parifh of Weffmorland, in confideration of an Efcheat-Patent 
of the Premiffes to him and his Heirs, paid (as 1am credibly ine 
formed) a Premium, in large Cattle, to the Value of 2 or 300 J, 
tothe prefent Governor; and was, by Agreement, oblig’d to fat- 
ten them all at his own Charge, before Delivery, 

Here I cannot forbear obferving, even with Horror and Indig- 
nation, that Perfons intrufled with the moft important Part of the 
Adminiftration of the Government of fo confiderable a Colony as 
this Ifland of Famaica, having had tolerable good Education, and 
profeffing themfelves to be Chriftians, fhould yet neverthelefs (in- 
ftead of an{wering thefe honourable, juft and worthy Ends of Go- 
vernment, for which they were commiffion’d by Her Majefty) be 
fo depraved in their Nature, fo openly profane in their Converfa- 
tion, and fo flagrantly wicked in their Practices, as not only to 
make the chief Principles of the Chriftian Religion (not: exempt- 
ing the Sacred Text it felf) too frequently the Subject of their li- 
centious Witticifms and Ridicule, but likewife gratify their mof¥ 
{candaloufly avaricious Appetites, at the rate of looking out for, 
picking, culling, feducing and imploying Dozens, at a time, of 
fuch abandon’d, fervile Wretches, as, without any regard to the 
facred Nature of an Oath, make no fcruple, for certain valuable 
Confiderations (fuch perhaps as the cramming their nafty Guts full 
with Meat and Drink, €5¢.) to return, upon Oath, That an E- 


ap oats 

AVA TRS tes 

te ee 
ag 


PRE Malic INN aa PY oN axl Wat esi 





fate 


\ 


Swe 


SSeS Cees 





sense? 


Som 


a 





See ee 
(he CC 
: : ame < SS Wace oo i 1 * - wane 


EEE USS 


a Ce i ta 


SE ae ee nate 
CST ae eats oe 


Riccce 


— 


ee 


Ca ee AE, Alon ELEEIESS 


iE RE 


i ED Pee 2 
SS 


yy 


=D De ees 


= 


2 DIP 





























































































Site Se Ba 


Md Ad WWII © i 2 


(12) 

fate demonftratively worth feveral Hundreds of Pounds, is worth 
only fome few Shillings and Pence. For my part, 1 muft own, it 
is as yet a Moot Cafe with me, which of the two, whether fuch 
wretched Jurors, or thefe crafty and defigning Knaves who de- 
Jude and imploy them, arethe moft criminal, in foro Confcientia, 
for the manifeft Perjuries that neceffarily attend {uch flagitious and 
moft unaccountable Practices, 

Yet we have, indeed, a fort of Proteftant-Jefuits among us here 
(at leaft fuch as calithemfelves Proteftants, whatever Education 
they may have had, or Profeffion they were of, when in France, 
¥taly, ox Iveland) whoby fallacious and metaphyfical Diftinctions, 
efpécially in Cafes touching the Efcheating of Eftates, the Pleading 
in, and judging of Caufes, the framing and interpreting of Laws, 
the coniulting, advifing and intermediating with the Governor 
and othersin Authority or Powe about Decrees, Judgments, 
Letters of Adminiftration, Probates of Wills, and Teftaments, Fa- 
wours, Rewards or Punifhments, for or againft Favourites or Adver- 
faries, Gc. can as nicely {plit a Hair, and as nimbly trump up equi- 
vocal and elufory Solutions, for tender and {crupulous Confciences, 
asany Sovbon, St. Omers, ot Salamanca Cafuitt Dottor of them all. 

This brings into my Minda very diverting Scene, that happen’d 
here laft Winter : Don Gulielmo Morfeo, Captain General and Go- 
vernorin chief of the Spanifh Coaft of St, Domingo, having been 
in his Pafflage to the Havana, furprized by one of our Privateer 
Sloops, ftript of a confiderable Sum of Money, and other valuable 
Goods, and brought a Prifoner into this land; he was, upon the 
account of his Charadter, treated asa Prifoner of War, at large, 
entertain’d very civilly by our Governor, the Triumvirate, the Gen- 
tlemen of the Council and others; and frequently invited to dine at 
our Governor’s Table (or rather indeed that of Stewart and 
Rigby; the Governor then lodging and dieting with them.) 
This Don Gulielmo, tho’ a moft bigotted -Papift, being neverthelefs 
a declared and irreconcileable Enemy to the Jefuits, and declaiming 
frequently, with bitter Invettives, againft their whole Order, Prin- 
giples and Morals, as deftructive to human Society, and moft in- 
jurious to him in particular ; Mr. R—Dy, on the other hand, (whe- 
ther only for the fake of Argument, for exercifing his Wit, and 
fhewing the Exquifitenefs of his Parts, or upon what other Account 
{ fhall not fay) as frequently contradidted the Don; alledging that 
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many of thefe Maxims and Pofitions exploded and decry’d by him, 


were neceflary for the Safety and Support of Government, Gc. 
Whereupon, after feveral repeated Converfations and Difputes on 
thefe Political Topicks, at different Times, the Don at lait, with a 
very ferious Air, openly at Dinner, (your Friend Mr, March and 
feveral others being prefent) advifed our Governor to beware of 
Mr. Rigby, as adangerous Man (calling him, at the fame time, to 
his Face, Jefuita Romano, Jefuita Italiano) for that none but a je- 
fuit, ora Difciple of that Order, would fo zealoufly maintain their 
Politicks and Principles. This the Don repeated afterwards, in fe- 
veral publick Companies, both in the Tavern and pica 
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But, from that Day forward,the poor Don was never invited to ding. 
with our Governor ; and Mr. R—by never ceafed till he prevailed 
with the Governor and Council, to fend the faid Don Gulielmo Mor- 
feo, by one of the Queen’s Ships then ready to fail, for England 3 
and (as 1 am inform’d) with as ignominious and opprobrious a 
Charaéter of him to the Secretary of State, as Mr. R—by’s Ma- 
lice and Refentment could invent. 

Nor will this feem, at all, very ftrange to you, when I affure 
you farther, That, in the open Coffee-houfe, in Prefence, and to 
the Hearing of feveral Officers, and other Gentlemen of undoubted 
Veracity, tis fame celebrated Wit and Politician of ours (Mr. 
Righy) has, with feeming great Alacrity, and all the Marks of an 


‘inward Satisfaction and Pieafure, openly read and le¢tur’d upon fe- 
veral Chapters of Mr. Whijton’s late flaming Book, renewing the 


Arian Herefy: From which (without any great Breach of the 
Rules of common Charity) one might very naturally be apt to con- 
clude, that a Perfon taking Pleafure in propagating fo heretical and. 
dangerous a Doétrine, in {uch manner as aforefaid, has given too 
much ground to fufpect, that, if he is not already fully confirmed 


‘in that Herefy, he is at leaft pretty far advanced in becoming one 


of the Difciples of the heterodox Author above-named. 

And to remove the Sufpicion of my being thought too much pre- 
judic’d on this Head, I muft crave leave to acquaint you further, 
that, on St. Stephen’s Day, immediately after Dinner, a certain 


Gentleman, who, among his many other admirable Qualities, is 


fingularly noted for his confummated Skill in modern Politicks, 
was pleas’d, with a peculiar Gaiety of Humour, to entertain out 
Governor, and fome other Gentlemen, then prefent, (particularly 
Mr. Taber, the Rector of St. Xatharine’s Parifh) with a fummary 
and witty Account (as fome others befide himfelf feem’d then to 
think) of his own Faith, in Words to the following Effect, viz. 
That whatever Divines and Philofophers were pleafed to profefs, 
all Men, (excepting Fools and Mad-men) made their Intereft the 
chief Object of their Defires, and {quared their Actions according~ 


ly, when-ever they weigh’d things deliberately. That, for his 


own part, tho’ (ashe faid) he hadread Machiavel’s Works feveral 
times over, he always found fomething new therein, worthy of 
Obfervation ; and own’d withall, that he never found any thing 
therein, but what he thought might more eafily be defended and 
juftified, than many things in the .Bible: That, as to the Penta- 
teuch, or five Books of Mofes, he mutt beg the Dottor’s Pardon, 
(meaning Mr. Taber) if he could not {crew up his Belief to fuch a 
high Pin, as to think them altogether Canonical, or (to {peak 
more properly as he faid) authentick: That as for Mofes himfelf, 
he confider’d him as little better than fuchanother Prophet as Ma- 
homet : That by his greater Skill in Magick, and Dexterity in Le- 
gerdemain Tricks, he had fallen upon the Knack of making his Ser- 
pent eat up the other Magicians Serpents: but that his not having 
been a better Man than he fhould have been, was too maniteft, e- 
ven from the Story (allowing it to have beentrue) which he wrote 
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‘of himfelf, of his having murder’d the honeft Zgyptian in the High- 
way ; and that his having been con{cious of the Heinoufnefs of his 
Guilt, appear’d undeniably from his having hid the dead Body in 
the Sand, and then made his Efcape, and fled away into the Land 
of Midian: That if Mofes were to have been tried for that Murder, 
at our Grand Court here in Famaica, he (our {aid Politician) would 
not run the Hazard of ftanding in his ftead, for a good round 
sum, &9c. 

But, as would willingly, as far as in me lieth, do Juftice to any 
Perfon, who, by the Sacrednefs of his Function, is fetapart for the 
Service of the Altar, I muft not omit acquainting you, that (how 
obfequious foever Mr, Taber is alledged to be, upon other Occafions, 
to too many of our Court-Fafbions, and to the Rules of what is 
Commonly, (tho’ moft abfurdly call’d Good-fellowfhip) yet he then 
very difcreetly (as 1 am well affuted) took up our Political Dictator, 
and confuted his diftorted Glofs on that Text in the 2d Chapter of 
the Book of Exodus, from the 7th Chaprer ofthe Ads of the holy A- 
poftles, where that Aion and Proof of Mo/es’s Zeal,for the Safety and 
Deliverance of his opprefled Brethren,is fully reftumed and explain’d. 
And Mr. Taber had, at the fame time,- the Modefty to own and de- 
clare, that the aforefaid Text of the New Teftament might proba- 
bly have efcap’d his Memory, and our Dictator might, with fome 
feeming Victory, have triumph’d, at that Inftant, if he (the faid 
Mr. Taber) had not cafually, that very Morning, réad the {aid 
whole Chapter, becaufe the Epiitle for the Day (according to the | 
Dervice of our Church ) is taken out of it. 

It would be an endlefs Piece of Drudgery, to give you a full Re- 
cital of the many profane Witticilms with which this Dictator has 
occafionally diverted himfelf and fome others of his Brethren in 1- 
niquity, about feveral Fragments of the Sacred Oracles, and the 
Order of Priefthood in general; for which Reafon I’ll trouble you 
How only with one Inftance more of this polite and fingularly well 
accomplifh’d Gentleman’s Regard to Chriftianity, by the Concern 
which he fhew’d for the moft folemn Adc of Devotion, as well as 
the moft facred Ordinance in the whole Syitem of the Chriftian Re- 
ligion, viz. the Holy Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. 

Our prefent Governor having, in compliance with the Sacra- 
mental Teft, appointed by Act of Parliament, refolved to receive 
the holy Communion, on the 5h of dugu/l, 1711, as being the firft 
Sunday of the Month, immediately after his having enter’d upon 
the Adrainiftration of the Government heres and none of the Gen- 
tlemen of the Council or Affembly happening to have then receiv’d 
the Communion, with his Excellency, except only Doctor S-——z 
and Mr. R—by ; our polite and nicely well-bred Gentleman (upor 
his Return from Church, after Divine Service) was pleas’d to lay, 
That out of Refpectto a Perfon of the Governor’s Birth and Quali- 
ty, and efpecially at his firft Appearance among us as Governor, all 
the Gentlemen of the Council and Affembly then in Town, ought, 
in good Manners, to have takenthe Sacrament that Day, whatever 
they’d do, at any other time; and that he thought the ees 
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fhould look upon their Negicé& in not Having taken it then, asa 
Mark of Difrefpedt to himfelf : As if thar moft facred Inftitution 
were to be confider’d and gone about, as a Matter of no greater. 
Weight or Importance than asa Point of meer Ceremony and Com- 

plement : But that indeed he, and fome few others of his Brethren- 

Communicants thought no better of it, was too fcandaloufly mani- 
feft from the Groffnels of their ludibrious and fen{ual Preparations 

the Night before, and a Repetition of the fame vile (if not worfe) 

libidinous Exercifes, the very next Night after receiving it. The 

whole was fuch an aftonifhing mixt Scene of a feemingly Chriftian- 
Devotion, impious Profanation, and Heathenifh Lafcivioufnels, as 
I muft own I could not readily have believed practicable, even by 
the moft abandon’d Wretches pafling under the Denomination of 
Chriftians, had Inot then had more than ordinary Proof thereof: 
And to send the Matter, after having fhot for fome time thus at 
random, one of thefe worthy Communicants has fince, ina moft 
folemn and avowed, tho’ licentious Manner, changed Colours. Nor 
do fome People {cruple to fore-tell, from feveral probable Progno- 

flicks, already come to pafs, that, as a Proof of his future Con- 
ftancy, and for thé Honour of his Family, he may poflibly in time, 
be prevail’d upon to celebrate a certain Popifh Sacrament, from 
which maay thoufands, in the Cafe of 4@aon ot Socrates, would 

as giadly be abfolved. 

But here, (to give the Devil his Due, as the Proverbial Saying 
is) Imuft do our Corpus Furis, Mr. Br k, the Juftice to ac- 
quaint you, that tho’ he be pretty much taken Notice of, for having 
fo many different Lodgings at ence, and keeping fuch 4 numerous 
Seraglio of Black Cattle, (a Name ironically given fometimes here, 
to Negro Wenches) and was, upon our prefent Governor’s Arrrval 
preferred to the Office and Place of her Majefty’s Attorney General 
in this Iiland, whereby it was thought he would have been oblig’d, 
of courfe, to have takenthe Sacramental Teft ; yet fofar was this 
con{ciencious Gentleman from joining with his Brethren of the Tri- 
imvirate, in profaning the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, by be- 
coming an- unworthy Receiver thereof, that he chofe rather not to 





. take it at all: And to the end he might not feem fingular in that 


particular,he farther (as the incontrolable Oracle of our Law,a true 
Son of the Church, and nice Cafuift in Divinity) did endeavour to 
perfwade fome other publick Officers, particularly Mr. Fs 
M—<—g, that there was no occafion for their takiug the Sacramerit 
on that Account, nor for troubling their Heads about it 3 for that 
the Laws of Fagland did not reach this Place, except in fome {pe- 
cial Cafes. , 

So that, to conclude this {eeming Digreffion, I muft take the Li- 
berty to affure you, that the many pernicious Confequences which 
the loofe and vicious Examples of fome Perfons at the Helm of our , 
Government here, produce in the Lives, Mofals and Principles, of | 
too many of the Populace, afford no {mall Matter of ferious Refle- 
ction 5 and are fo muclrthe rather to be regretted and reformed, 
becaufe there feems to.be fuch a Meafure of Tratability, and Plia~ 

* blenefs 
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b | blenefs of Difpofition in the Natures of the Generality of the Inha- 
bitants, as renders them very fufceptible either of good or bad Im- 
preffions, fuitable to fuch Examples as are laid before them, by 
their Superiors 5; according to that of the Poet ; 

















Hl | Regis ad Exemplum totus compenitur orbis. 








a Hi | which makes it flill the greater Pity, that thefe few Perfons who 
A | have the chief Influence on the Adminiftration of all our publick 
| Affairs, and fome of thofe alfo who are appointed to be our Spiri- 
aa tual Guides here, are not Men of fuch folid and well-grounded 
| il | Principles, or exemplary Lives, as were to be wifh’d for s for it is 
ZZ not to be expeéted, that pure and wholefom Streams can run out 





f  .-—~._—s fF impure and poifon’d Fountains, And tho’it be undoubtedly - 
S| much eafier, and attended with far lefs Pain of Body, as well as 
am with lefs Care, Anxiety and Perturbation of Mind, TO BE VIR- 
TUOUS THAN TO BE VICIOUS; yet it is generally al- 
low’d, that the Corruption of our Natures has, for the moft part, 
Li | {uch a predominant Byafs on our Inclinations, that we are more 
a | | prone to imitate vicious than virtuous Examples ; and are fo much 

: | the more fo, when fuch Examples feem to carry along with them . 
Bia the Authority and San&ion of Men in Power 3 as the fame is ele- 
gantly exprefs’d by Juvenal, in his 14th Satyr; 
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Sic Natura jubet 3 velocius €§ citius nos 
| Corrumpunt Vitiorum Exempla Domestica, Magnis 
i | Quum fubeunt animo Aucoribus. 
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a | And the fame Author, a little after, fubjoins the Reafon, 
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Quoniam dociles imitandis 
Turpibus ac Pravis omnes fumus.—— 
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i] Having thus occafionally given you a tranfient View of the Com- 
ih plexion and Sentiments of our Modern Politicians here, touching 
ik revealed Religion, and fome of their religious Exercifes 5 I return 

| now to purfue more clofely that which I firft propofed fhould be 
a the chief Subjeét-matter of this Letter. : 

He | T havesalready, by feveral demonftrative Proofs, and undeniable 
i Inftances of Points of Faét, fhewed you (Vide Pag. 6. &9 fequentes) 
a that, under the Colour and falfe Pretence of ferving the Queen's 
i Intereft, and encreafing the publick Revenues of the Crown, the 
fh |... Male-Pra@tices of Mr. R—by, his Confederates, Abettors, and 
a | | Tools, have been fo grofly fraudulent and oppreflive, to the mani- 
ee feft Prejudice of both the Queen and the Subjeét, that, in the Ef. 

: cheating of Eftates (whether juftly Efcheatable or not) as aforefaid, 
the private Compofition given to the Governor (befide what thele 
E{cheat-Brokers have got to themfelves) has, oftner than ance, 
amounted to near about 300 times as much as the pretended trifling ~ 
Value brought offuch Eicheated Effate to the Queen’s AScOUN 
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And left thefe our Politicians fhould ftill neverthelefs pretends 
that if, upon legal Inquifition, the Jurors may have, thro’ Ignorance 
or otherwife, given ground to fufpect them guilty of Perjury, ia 
their having valued Eftates, efcheatable to the Queen, at fuch unac- 
countable Under-rates, as left Room for the Ef{cheat-Patentees to 
have made fome Prefents to the Governor, what was that to them, 
(the faid R—by, Esc. pretty innocent Lambs?) ll give you now 

_fome Inftances of the like male-Praétices in the Efcheating and Un- 
dervaluing othez Eftates, upon account whereof the Governor had 
no Share of the Profits, but meerly the Satisfaction of gratifying his 
Favourites, and fo has let thele (per vices) have the whole Benefit 

. Of fuch Efcheats as were granted to themfelves, whether in their 

own, or in borrow’d Names ; as for example : | 
Upon fome pretended Defect in the Right and Title of one 

Fenkins, an old blind Man, to a {mall Eftate honedtly pur- 

chas’d by him, and then in his Pofleffion, and upon which he and 
his Family lived very comfortably, near Dry-River in the Parith of 

_ Clarendon 3 Dr. Fohn Stuart took out a Writ of Efcheat againft him; 

the Jury, upon Inquifition, valued that Eftate to the Queen, if I 
remember right, at no more than 12 Shillings and 6 Pence; The 

Doétor obtain’d a Patent thereof gratw to himfelf, and the honeft 

blind Man was fent a begging, to live upon the Charity of well- 
difpofed Perfons. However this Proceeding againft the blind Ob- 
ject, who was not able to help himfelf, rais’d {uch a general Cla- 
mour among all Degrees of People in the Iiland, that I am told, 

(how truly I cannot: fay) our pious and worthy State-Doétor was, 

through a ftrange Fit of Compaffion and Charity, (Qualities not 
very legible in his Complexion or other Actions) prevail’d with 
thereafter, to give fome {mall Pittance towards keeping this poor. 
blind Man from ftarving. | 

It would be fomewhat too prefumptuous in me, to affign the 

Caufes either of God’s Mercies or Judgments ; and therefore I'll 

not adventure fo far as to fuggeft, that it is as a juft Judgment on 

a certain Scotch-Lrifo, or Irifp-Scotch Mongrel Doétor (born at or near 
Colrain in Ireland, and bred fometime in the Weft of Scotland) for 

the Perverfenefs of his Ways, the Vicionfuefs of his Morals, or 
the Wickednels of fuch flagrant Practices as are above narrated, he 
is, in congruity with the well-known Stupidity of his intellectual 

Faculties, very near being likewife affe@ed with a bodily Blind- 

nefs: But as it is generally allow’d, that, by the conftant Gloomi- 

_ nefs of his Countenance, the Downwardnefs of his Looks, his 

grunting when he eats, @s¢. and the Coarfenefs of his Manners, 
in all refpects whatfoever, he very much refembles a pretty neat 
| cleanly Creature, (vulgarly called a Hog) I'll take the Liberty to 
| put you in mind of an antient Obfervation and Tradition, handed 

_ down to us by one of the Poets :: 





Diftortum vultum fequituy Diftortio morum. 
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And Seneca, in his Hercules Octews, obferveth, that, Licet ipfe 
meget, vultus lequitur quodcunque megat. Yea, Ovid, after he had 
in his own Perfon, and that of many others, multiplied his Ob- 
{ervations on the Fraiities of Human Nature, not to call them 


worfe, has the following Exclamation in the 2d Book of his Meta- 
morphofes : 


Hew! quam difficile eft Crimen non prodeve vultu ! 


So that if this bufy, officious, and impudent, tho’ ignorant Tool, 
had not been cafually join’din a Party, with fome more fubtle and 
cunning Sophifters, he’d foon crumble away into his original, a 
moft abje& and defpicable Nothing. 

Another Inftance of one of thefe Favourite’s obtaining the Grant 
of an efcheated Eftate to himfelf, by Patent, under the Broad Seal 
of this Iand, without any manner of Equivalent for the fame, to 
the Governor, you have already fet forthin the Perfon of that po- 
lite Gentleman, Mr: R——by (Vide Pag.7th.) and the better to pal- 
liate and carry op his Project by Surprize, the Negroes, for which 
he obtain’d that Patent, in his own Favour, were, (as I am in- 
form’d) cried out at the Grand Court, and efcheated in the Name 
(if Iremember right) of one ——— Delamain 3 tho, at that time, 
in the Poffeflion of Mr. James Whitchurch, then in England. 

By the like Trick (frequently ued too on other Occafions here ) 
of crying out, at the Grand-Court, in the Name of a Perfon dead 
many Years fince, a Freeliold of about tooo Acres of very good 
Land, which old Captain Jones, then at London, has in the Parifh 
of St. Katherine, he had very near been nickt out of it 5 the fame 
had inftantly been affirmed by the Court to have been devolved on, 
and vetted in the Crown, upon the account of Quit-Rents ; and a 
new Grant thereof executed in favour of one of our Tijumvirate’s 
Tools, to whom the fame was previoufly promifed 5 if a Gentleman 
then by accident in Court, had not, meerly by the Defcription and 
Bounding of the Land, difcover’d it to be Captain Fones’s 3 and 
fo prevented that defigned Fraud. 

Then, as to Mr. Brodvick, he, honeft Gentleman! would not 
(no, not for the World) take the Benefit of an Efcheat to himfelf: 
But, to oblige fo near and ufeful a Relation, as his Reverend and 
Worthy Mother-in-law, Mrs, Olivia Reid, he carried on an Efcheat 
for her“behoof thus: A Plantation confifting of 900 Acres of 
Land, by Survey, with the Appurtenances, fituated in the Parifh 

‘of Weffmorland, jate the Efiate of Doétor Hume, a Scotchman, who 
died in this Ifland, without any Heirs that we hear of ; was, upon 
Inquifition, valued, by the fury, to be worth to the Queen 110 more 
than t/. 175. 6d, (To fhew their pretended Exactnefs there mutt be 
always fome odd Pence.) What the real Value thereof may be,I have 
not as yet learn’d ; but am morally aflured, by very good Hands, 
the Governor had no manner of Fee or Equivalent for the Efcheat- 
Patent which he gave of that Eftate ; uulels it be true (as fome 
ee: People 











C19) 

People do fay) that Mrs,Olivia had fometime before prefented 
him with a white Cow with Calf: however, be that as it will, 
I am inform’d there is one remarkable Circumflance that hape 
pen’d in the pafling that Patent, which I mufi not omit letting you 
know, viz. After his Excellency had fign’d a Warrant, in com- 
mon Form, directed to Mr, Brodrick, as Attorney-General, and to 
Mr. Melling, as Clerk of the Patents, for preparing a Patent te 
the faid Mrs. Olivia Reid, and her Heirs for ever, of the 900 Acres 
of Land, and Appurtenances aforefaid ; Mr. Br—~ck, upon fe- 
cond Confideration, for Reafons beft known to himfelf, dafh’d Oli- 
via Reid’s Name out of the faid fign’d Warrant, and, inftead there- 
of, interlin’d the Name of John Graves (as may be feen by the faid 
Warrant ftill extant in Mr. Meling’s Office) and the Patent for the 
Piemiffes was accordingly pafs’d and executed in the Name of Joba 
Graves. Now, whether the faid Ef{cheat-Patent be really, and bona 
jide, for the proper Ufe and Behoof of honeft Mr. Brodrick, or Mrs. 
Olivia Reid, or of the faid Fohn Graves, or in truft tor both, or ei- 
ther of the former two, is to me as yet a Problem. 

I find likewife that two {mall Plantations, containing jointly 
about 500 Acres of efcheated Land, with their Appurtenances, fi- 
tuated, lying and being, in the Parifhes of Clarendon and Vere, re- 
{pectively valued, by the Jurors, upon Inquifition, to the Queen, 
the one at 19 Shillings and 7 Pence half-penny, and the other at 
Si. 165. 3d. have been, in fuguft, 1711. granted by two feveral — 
Patents, under the Broad Seal of this Iiland, to Mr. Br—k’s Coun- 
try-man and humble Servant, Fohn Stafford, of the Parifh of Vere, 
Shop-keeper : That another {mall Plantation, containing about 20 
Acres of efcheated Land, with the Appurtenances, in the Parifh 
of St. Catherine, vaiued to the Queen at 5 I. was by an Efcheat- 
Patent, granted, in July laft, to Richard Stoddard, Efq; one of the 
Learned Judges of our Grand Court, and his Heirs : And that 3o 
Feet {quare of efcheated Foot-Land, withthe Appurtenances there- 
unto belonging, (late the Eftate of Mary Gibfon, Widow) fituated 
lying and being in the Town of Port Royal, was valued to the Queen 
at 9/, and, by an Efcheat-Patent, granted in January laft, to Ro- 
bert Snead of Port Royal afoiefaid, Turner, But what particular 
Premiums or Brokerage (befide avowed Fees) may have been given 
to the G rand the faid Efcheat-Brokers (R by, St ts 
Br——ck) in confideration of the faid Efcheat-Patents, with many 
others of the fame nature, I muft own he is wifer than I who can: 
tell: For, as none are let into that Secret, but only themfelves and 
their Cuflomers, thefe Efcheat-Patentees; fo, few of thele doever 
difclofe what fuch Patents truly coft them 5 except when the Par- 
ties chiefiy agorieved by that Practice, are forced to fave their da- 
con, asmuch as they can, by becoming thus, a fecond time, Pur- 
chafers of their own Eftates, as in the Cafe of Herring, Blake, Sc- 
formerly mention’d. (Vide Page 8, €¢ fequentes. 

Yet, ‘in the general, as it is demonftratively epparent, by what I 
have already written, that all thefe efcheated Eftates (whether juit- 
ly efcheatable or not) are, with a knavith Defign, mofi {canda- 
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joufly and perfidioufly undervalued to the Queen, and that 
the Pretence of encreafing the publick Revenue, by this Ef- 
cheating Trade, is but a meer Pretence indeed 5 fo, on the other 
hand, I affure you, it is (with abundance of Murmuring, Heart- 
burning, and Bitternefs, and not without fome Aftonifhment too) 
taken notice of, and daily refleéted upon, That Three Perfons fo 
lately come hither in {uch indifferent Circumftances; R——by then 
a Shop-keeper’s 2d Son, and (as Tam credibly informed by Mr. P— 
and others) in difgrace with his Father, remarkable by his old 
Green Silk Stockins, having neither Money nor Letters of Credit, 
and indebted for the flipulated Price of purchafing his Patent, and 
even forthe Money that defray’d the Charges of his Voyage, till 
Colonel Lowe generoufly lent him 507, S——t, without having fo 
much astolerably good Cloathing, or whole Shoes to his Feet, and 
determin’d, thro’ Defpair (as he told C——1 B—-y and others) to 
have gone and difpofed of himfelf among the Spaniards, ull H—d 
took pity of him 5; and B—k worfe than nothing, by feveral thou- 
ands of Pounds, Bankrupt in Reputation as well as Credit, almoft 
difown’d (as I have been rold) even by his own Family, and not 
having a whole Shirt to his Back, as indeed he has but very rarely 
a clean one as yet: It is (I fay) remarkably wonder’d at, that 
{uch as thefe fhould fo fuddenly, not only jump into Chariots, dri- 
ving all things Jebu-like, before them; but that Two of them at 
leaft, thould be likewife in a condition to be daily laying out al- 
moft incredible large Sums of Money at Intereft, upon Mortgages, 
and making Remittances into Europe, to fecure their Retreat thie 
ther, whenever they come to find this Ifland’s juft Indignation and 
Refentment grow too hot for them, And, to deal ingenuouily with 
you, their Infolence and Tyranny are now become fo infupport- 
ably great, that they have more than fufficiently verified that old 
Obfervation and Mexim, 





Afperius nihil eft humili cum furgit in altum. 


Which I may adventure to tranflate into a well-known Englijh Pro- 
werb, thus: Seta Beggar on Horfeback, and he'll ride to the Devil. 

I fhould be far from thinking it a juft Reproach to, or derogato- 
sy Reflection onthefe, or any other Gentlemen, that they were once 
poor ; provided they had not taken any finifter, fraudulent, oppref- 
five, or other over-hafiy Meafures to become rich. But fince the 
wileft of Men, Solomon, in the height of all his Glory, has through- 
out the whole Book of his excellent Proverbs, given us many No- 
table Reflections on, and ferious Cautions againft all violent and 
hafty Courfes to become rich, as well as againft the wicked En- 
ricers of others to follow fuch ‘Courfes, Pll take the Liberty to put 
_ you in mind of fome of them, on this oceafion. Prov. i,15. My 
Non, walk mot thot in the way with them, vefrain thy Foot from theit 
Path. © And after having fubjoin’d many particular Reafons for that 
Advice, both in that and other fubfequent Chapters, gives then 
this very exprefs and comprehenfive one, Chap, xxviii. 20. By 
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that maketh hafte to be vich, foall not be innocent. And to convince 
us, that it is not a very difficult matter, even for Men of very ordi- 
nary Talents,to get Riches, efpecially if they will be fo brutith as to 
Jay afide the Principles and Rules of Equity and Juftice, to obtain 
them ; the fame Wife Man tellsus, Prov. xx. 21. An Inheritance 
may be gotten haftily, at the beginning 5 but the End thereof fhall not 
be bleffed. And to mortify the exceffive Pride, Vanity and Folly 
of fueh as are too apt to value themfelves, upon the account of 
their Riches, (which way foever obtain’d) or who arrogantly at- 
tribute their being fuccefsful in thefe, or any other worldly Acqui- 
fitions whatfoever, to the Excellency of their own conceited Parts, 
or extraordinary Skill, or perfonal Merit, fhe aflures us farther, 
Ecclef. ix. 11. That the Race is not to the Swift, nor the Battle to 
the Stvong, neither yet Bread to the Wife, nor yet Riches to Men of 
Underftanding, nov yet Favour to Men of Skill; but Time and Chance 
hapneth to them all. And as a Curfe entail’d on fuch as fet their 
Hearts on purchafing Riches at any rate, he tellsus likewife, Ecclef. 
v. 10. He that loveth Silver fhall not be fatisfied with Silver, nor be 
that loveth Abundance with Increafe. And to their farther Morti- 
fication, Prov, xi. 4. that Riches profit not in the Day of Wrath, &c. 

Yet neverthelefs, as an infatiable thirfting after more and more 
fhll, in indefinitum, is one of the many Curfes ever attending 
Wealth wickedly obtain’d ; our Triumvirate have their Inventions 
always upon the firetch, and their Tools conftantly imploy’d, in 
getting, increafing and multiplying Riches, by many more various 
and oppreflive Ways, Means and Methods, than you can poilibly 
imagine, at fo great a diftance; a particular Narrative whereof 
would fill feveral Volumes ; And therefore (befide fome few occa- 
fional Excurfions, or rather Moral Refledlions inter{perfed here and 
there) Ill confine my felf, in this Letter, tothe Difcuffion of what 
1 apprehend may more immediately relate to the firft Grounds and 
Occafion of the three feveral Aéts of the Governor, Council and 
Affembly aforemention’d ; particularly the Efcheating Trade. 

Our Triumvirate being puff’d up with their almoft incredible 
Succes in all their Attempts for gratifying (if poflible) their Ava- 
aice and Ambition, were not (it feems) as yet contented with 
their having, by the aforefaid artful Perjuries and other Contri- 
vances, eluded, as much as in them lay, the gracious Intention of 
her Majefty’s above-recited Inftruétion (Not to difpofe of any Ef- 
cheat of above the Value of t0\, Vide Pag. 7th.) but took it like- 
wile for granted, they had got fuch an abfolute Afcendant over his 


_ Excellency, in all refpects whatfoever, that they might prevail 


with him, one way or other, to have jumpt over the aforefaid 
Inftruction, for good and all: Becaufe many Eftates brought under 
the Denomination of Efcheats (how juftly I will not fay) are fo 
very notoriouily known to be of fuch confiderable real Value, that 
to have had them refpectively valued by Juries, within the Limi- 


tation of to 7, each, at moft, could not, under the colour of any 


Sham-Rule whatfoever, be eafily projected. For, even by the low- 
eft Rules of Computation, or rather Appreciation, commonly ufed 
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by our ordinary Efcheat-Juries here in Famaiea, fome of thefe aré 
valued to the Queen at 201. fome at 30 I, fome 40]. fome jo I. 
fome too I. fome 2001. and fome much more, From all which 
Premiffes you may modefily conclude, that the real Value of thefe 
Fftates fo efcheated, and not as yet abfolutely difpofed of, will 
amount to fome fmall matter more than the Value return’d by the 
Juries. 

However, I am now to give you an Inflance of our Triumvi- 
rate’s Refolution to have made his Excellency break through Her 
Majefty’s aforefaid Inftructions intirely 5 if an Accident had not 
baulk’d their Defign, at that time. 

The Efiate of Mary Swiutee, of the Parifh of Port Royal, deceafed, 
being upon a Writ of Efcheat and Inquifition thereon taken in 4u- 
gufl, 1718. bya Jury, valued at 100 /, and adjudged by the Grand 
Court, held in November laft, to be vefted in Her Majefty ; our 
Triumvirate, fome time thereafter, reprefented to the Governor 
the great Worth and Merit of the Naval Officer here, William Nor- 
vis, Efq; (one of their Favourites and thorough-pac’d Tools in the 
Affembly, the Admiralty-Court, and the Magiftracy of Port Royal) 
and therefore intreated his Excellency would be pleafed to—grant 
him an Efcheat-Patent of the Premiffes, which his Excellency pro- 
mifed he would; but upon what Conditions I have not heard. 

His Excellency having accordingly given Orders to his then Se- 
eretary, Mr. Mackenzie, to have drawn a Warrant tothe Attorney- 
General and. Clerk of the Patents, to have prepared an Efcheat- 
Patent of the Premiffes, to the faid Wiliam Norris and his Heirs 5 
che Note by which the faid Warrant was to have been drawn, be- 
ing very general, except as to the Butting and Bounding, and no 
mention being made therein (as ufual in {uch Cafes) ofgthe Value 
returned by the Jury, Gs’. he went to the Clerk of the Grand 
Court’s Office, where he found what he wanted, 

Mr. Mackenzie thereupon deferred making out the faid Warrant, 
till the Triumvirate and Mr. Norris complained feverally to his 
Excellency ; who thereupon reprimanded him, and gave him frefh 
Orders to difpatch it, as before : But he being determin’d in his 
own Mind, neither to write nor counterfign a Warrant that would 
have been @ manifett Violation of Her Majefty’s particular Infiru- 
Aion above recited, dictated the faid Warrant to his Clerk, infert- 
gng the Jury’s Valuation of the faid Efftate, and then carried it, 
with fome other Papers, to be fign’d by the Governor, who hap- 

ening to be, at that time, alone, fign’d them all immediately, in 
courfe, as they were laid before him: Whereupon Mr. Mackenzie 
took that Opportunity (he very feldom having any fuch, as 1 have 
been frequently told) to fay, He thought himfelf in Duty bound to 
expoftulate a little with his Excellency, touching the Contents of 


 vehe afore(aid Warrant ; that as he apprehended it to bea manifeft 


Infraction of the aforefaid Article of Her Majefty’s Infiructions to 
his Excellency (efpecially fhould a Patent pafs thereon) he humbiy 
Uefired to be exculed, if he could not perlwade himfelf to counter- 
fign it; left peradventure he might afterwards happen to be oie 

: Qr 











( 23) 

for the Faults of fome other People, who (he faid, he was afraid) 
would very little regard who fhould be blam’d for their Advice, im 
that, er any thing elfe, provided they might, in the mean time, 
compals their own Ends 5 and that therefore he hoped his Excellen- 
cy would, upon more mature Deliberation, refolve not to be pre- 
vail’d upon, by the artful Per{wafions or deluding Praétices of any 
Perfon or Perfons whatioever, to give away, or difpofe of, any Ef- 
cheat valued above 10 /. (and much lefs this one valued at 1001.) 
without a {pecial Allowance from Her Majefty, for fo doing, &9c. 
at which his Excellency colour’d extremely, without {peaking one 
Word 5; read the faid Warrant foftly to himfelf ; and then (after 
pawiing, fometime, thereon) tore away his Subfcription from it. 

I had this Account lately from Mr. Mackenzie’s own Mouth 3 
and to confirm the Truth thereof, he jet me fee that very Warrant 
it felf, which was onthe 4th Day of March laft, fign’d and can- 
cell’d by his Excellency as aforefaid, whereby I obferved that fome 
Fragments of feveral Letters of bis Excellency’s Sub{cription were 
fiill vifibly remaining, But what pafs’d thereafter between his Ex- 
cellency, the Triumvirate, and Mr. Norru, touching the Premiffes, 
Mr. Mackenzie could not inform me: However, before that Month 
was at an end, he was made fenfible with a witnefs, that his Con- 
duct in relation to-the aforelaid Efcheat, was added to the Black 
Lift of his other unpardonable Crimes againft the Triumvirate ; as 
Mr. Norris was to the Number of his avowed Enemies. 

I will not anticipate the Vindication of all or, any Part of Mrz 
Mackenzie’s Behaviour and Conduét, fince he came hither ; he be- 
ing, in every refpect, very capable of doing it himfelf, and defign- 
ing home very fpeedily, by the Defiance Man of War, if the Tri-~ 
umvirate {uffer our Governor to fign his Ticket of Leave: Yet, 
neverthelefs, I cannot forbear taking notice in the general, of the 
great Difcouragements and moft unjuft Oppreffions he has labour’d 
under, ever fince he came hither, and particularly of his having 
been moft arbitrarily imprifon’d, for 28 Days time, upon a very 
falfe Accufation ; and that tho’, in compliance with the utmoft 
Extremity required by the Laws and Cuffoms of this land, for 
obtaining Leave to go off, he gave in Auguft latt, 1000 1, Security 
into the Secretary’s Office, for anfwering any Debts that he might 
be fuppofed to have contraéted here (which I have good ground te 
believe are none at all) yet ( notwithitanding thereof, and the ma- 
ny Sollicitations and Importunities of feveral Gentlemen on his 
account) the Governor has not, to this Hour, fign’d his Ticket; 
nor is there any Appearance of his Willingnefs to fign it at alls 
tho’ it be no more than what, by the Laws, he is obliged to do, 
of courfe. But, be that as it will, I believe Admiral Walker, 
Commadore Littleton, Captain St. Lo, and indeed all the Sea-Offi- 
cers here, are fo much Mr. Mackenzie’s Friends, and fo fenfible 
of the bafe and oppreffive Ufage he has had from the Governor 
and his Triumvirate, in all refpeéts whatever, that (under the 
Rofe) he reckons upon having his Paffage howfoever, on board 
the faid Man of War, without any regard to his ner having the 
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Governor’s Ticket ; he having already done all that was incumbent 
on him to have done for obtaining it. And really the extraordi- 


_ nary Earneftnefs which the Triumvirate do fhew for his being ftill 


detain’d here, nolens volens, by hook or by crook, and their making 
ridiculous and notorioufly falfe Refolves of Council, to be tranf{- 
mitted home, by way of anticipation, to his Prejudice, feems to 
me, and to all unbiafs’d Perfons here, to flow and proceed from a 
checking Confcioufnels of their own Demerits, and a Terror of his 
expofing them, in his juft Refentment, whenever he gets fafe again, 
out of their Clutches, into the Land of Liberty. 

And, by the by, to make good the old Latin Proverb, Solatium 
miferis multos babere paves, 1 cannot but think it, in fomefenfe, a 
Comfort to Mr. Mackenzie, (fuch as it is) That he is not the only 
one of all the Gentlemen who accompanied our prefent Governor, 
the Lord Archibald Hamilton, hither, that has been difappointed 
of his Excellency’s promis’ Favour and Juftice : For all and every 
one of them (whether Volunteers, Expectants, or actually Fee’d 
Servants) whom the Triumvirate, upon enquiring into their feve- 
ral Characters, Capacities and Circumftances, fulpected of Under- 
ftanding, Integrity and Courage enough to have, in their re{pective 
Spheres, detected, oppofed and fruftrated their (the faid Trium- 
‘virate’s) then intended Practices, were, in lefs than 14 Days time, 
after his Excellency’s Arrival here, not only remov’d (andin fome 
meafure banifh’d) from about his Perfon and Confidence; but like- 
wife treated with Infolence and Contempt, and feveral of them 
ufed as if they were little better than mere {coundrel good-for-no- 
thing Fellows. 

The Gentlemen who have been thus difappointed are particu- 
larly, Mr. David St. Clair, a younger Son of my Lord S¢. Clair of 
Scotland; Mr. Robert Paterfon, the younger Brother of Sir Hugh 
Paterfon, Baronet, and very nearly related tothe Governors Mr. 
Richard Dereham, Brother of Sir Thomas Dereham, Baronet, (all 
three Volunteers feverally recommended to the Governor’s Favour 
and Patronage, by his Grace the Duke of Hamilton, and other Per- 
fons of Quality) Mr. Robert Dowglas, recommended to his Excel- 
fency by his Grace the Duke of Roxburgh; Mr. wars Elliot, a 
young Gentleman, Heir to an Eftate, recommended by Sir Gilberé 
Elliot of Stobs, Baronet, and Mr. Baillie, one of the Lords Com- 
miffioners for Trade; Patrick St. Clair, Dottor of Phyfick, and 
younger Son of Sir Robert Si. Clair, Baronet ; who, tho’ he caine 
over in the Quality of the Governor’s Phyfician, with large Affu- 
rances of his Excellency’s Favour, was, under the colour of a 
friendly, tho peremptory Advice, commanded by the Governor, to 
go and live at Port Royal, a {mall Iiland, about 14 Miles diftant 
from Spanifb Town, the Seat of the Government, left (as there was 
indeed juft ground to fufpect) his Practice fhould much interfere 
with that of Do&tor John St-——t, one of our beloved Triumvirate: 
And when, upon the Invitation of feveral Gentlemen of confide- 
rable Intereft and Eftates, Doétor St. Clair return’d again to Spanij/a 


Town, in about three Months time thereafter, and went to wait 
4 upon 
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upon the Governor,to acquaint him thereof ; his Excellency, in a ve+ 
ry angry manner, difapprov’d of the Doétor’s Return, and has not 
condefcended fo much as to {peak to, or return him a Hat, ever fince. 

Lieutenant fobs Meheux, who came hither a Volunteer with our 
prefent Governor, as being '{pecially recominended to his Favour; | 
both’by the Duke and Dutchels of Ormond feverally, is unprovided | 
for, to this Hour s tho’ his Excellency has, in the mean time, pre- 
ferred feveral others, who never {aw a Shot fired againft an Ene- ( 
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my, to Commiflionsin Zandafyde’s Regiment. 3 

Mr. Patrick Hamilton, late Sheriff of the City of Cork in Iveland, i wi 
a very modeft Gentleman of good Education, honourable and | 
worthy Principles, of Experience in Trade, and of as fair a gene- | 
ral Charaéter for Probity, Honefty and Capacity (by a very folema i] iy 
Certificate, fign’d by the whole Corporation, and under the com- if 
mon Seal of that City, ina Silver Box, witha fuitable In{cription) ee 
as any Man that ever lived in it,happening to have had great Misfor- 1a v 
tunes, by Loffes at Sea and otherways, during this War,came hither in i 
the Quality of the Governor’s Steward 3 and tho’ he was earneftly | 
Tecommended by the Duke of Hamilton, Sir Alexander Cairns and o4 | ri 
thers, yet was fuddenly difmifs’d quite out of his Excellency’s Ser- | } 
vice; as were likewile Mr. fob Dupray, a Confeétjoner, and i 
ommmnineme Gundimore, a very good Cook, tho’ both were upon  &§F 
ftated Wages : But what Wages Mr. Hamilton wasyto have had, ¥ @ 
forgot to enquire. This Account I had feverally from the refpec- él 
tive Perfons above-named, and confirm’d by other Hands. } ¥ 

Uponthe aforefaid Difmiffion, the faid Gundimore’s Wife fell y 
fick, and broke her Heart, and died 3 and he himfelf, for want of a i. 
Ticket, figned by the Governor and Mr. Righy, in common Form | ie 
(which was pofitively refufed, unlefs he could give 1000]. Security 3 if 
and how could he, poor Man ?) was forced to ufe Means to get off 4 
the Ifland, and return to England,by Stealth, about 13 Months fince. gy 

fobn Dupray fell defperately fick, upon his Difappointment ; and iy 
was at the Point of Death, till his Country-man, Mr. Lewis Galdys oy 
an eminent Merchant in Pors-Roya?, thro’ Charity and Compafhon, i 
fupplied him wich all Neceffaries; and, after Recovery, trufted ae | 
him with a fmall Stock, to fet up Shop with. tes. | 2 

Mr. Patrick Hamilton lingred out fome time,but could never digeft sg 
the Shock which his aforefaid unexpected Difmiffion gave him 3 was 4g 


ftruck into a kind of Defpair, tho’ he endeavour’d to conceal it; yet 

the Senfe he had of his own Circumfiances overcame his Spirits; at 
lafts {0 fell fick anddied. | at. Sis 
— -Fofeph Mar{bal, the Governor’s Valet d’ Chambre, being thea 
‘Jikewife predetermin’d to have been difmifs'd3 his Wife (who was 
ofa paffionate Temper) cry’d out,and roar’d againft the Go—-—r; 
‘fell fick, and foon died : And then, upon farther Confideration, for 
fear of difobliging the Earl of Ovkney (whom, as 1 am told, the faid 
-Marfhal had formerly ferved) he the faid Marfbal has been hitherto 
‘continued in the fame Station 3 but upon fuch a precarious footing, 
-andfo frequently bated, that, I am told, he has lately apply d 
to Mr, T-<——//, &c, for other Service. | 
| : Cc Thomas 
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Thomas Mac- Mullen, who came hither, upon {ettled Wages, in- 
the Quality of his Excellency’s Groom, tho’ he ferv’d his time 
to a Barber, happening to marry a Barber’s Widow, and praying 
to be difcharged ; was difmifs’d, upon Condition to guit his pre- 
ceding Wages, which he accordingly did, | 

Mr. Robert Paterfon return'd home in December lat. 

Mr. Kobert Dowglafs return’d home in April laft, 

Mr. Gilvert Elliot, by waiting for the Governor’s Ticket 
(which was refufed, till he’d find tooo). Security) mifs’d his 
Péffage; which hetook on board the Galley of Briffol, in 
Odober aft. ; fellthereupon fick, and {oon after died, : 

Mr. Richard. Dereham (after having {pent the {mall Stock of 
Money he brought along with him, and after having apply’d fe+ 
veral times to the Governor and his Secretary, by Letters. and o- 
therwife, to put his Excellency in mind of him) was forced at 
Jatt, through mere. Neceffity, to enter into very mean Service, 
fomewhere up in the Mountains. 

Then, as to Mr: Mackenzie, ’tis more than probable, he alfo 
had been difmils’d with the reit, foon after his Arrival here, as an 
ufelels Charge, and; inevery refpedt, uncapable of informing or 
adviting his Excelleney, touching any ening relating to the Admi- 





_ nifiration of the Government of this Ifland 3 becaufe (as if the 


Change of Climajes had deprived Men. of the former Exercife of 
their rational Faculties) he was never here before 3 in cafe the 
Governor himfelf had not then (as foam crediby informed’) ac 
Knowledged he was under fuch payticwlar Engagenients to him, 
that he eould not well turn him off, fo fuddenly, without fome 
Pretence of other againit him: Wieéreupon the Triumvitate’s 
Project ever ater, was to manage Matters fo, that he fhould, un- 
der the Mask of a pretended Friend{tiip, be kept conflantly em- 
ploy’d in Affairs, which could yield bim little ot no Credit, Re- 
putation of Profits and yet might afford them (according to their 
diftorted Infinuations) fonie feeming Pretence of whilfpering into’ 
the Governor's Har, fuch Suggeftions and indire@ Reproaches, as 
might tend to leffén his Excellency’s Opinion of the Ufefulnefs of 
the faid Mackenzie's Service ; that he-the {aid Mackenzie thould 
never be allowed to be in Company with the Governor, on any Oc- 
cafien,but when fome or all of themfelves were conflantiy prefent ;' 
and then, by degrees, to pick German Quarrels with him, and put 
his Excellency upon é&torting and exating at laf {uch extravagant 
arbitrary Shares of his ordinary Feesfrom him, as no Gentleman, 
having any competent Meafure of Spirit and Capacity, could ever 
bear with 5 efpecially confidering the Governor’s Exprefs and re- 
peated Engagements to the contrary, both by Word and Writing 
(as Mr. Mackenzie effures me) before he was prevail’d upon to 
accompany his Excellency hither : And, in Con§frmation of what 
goes before, Mr. Mackenzie faith likewife, that fince his Arrival 
here, he never was, tothis Moar, allowed to lie one Night in the 
fame Houfe with his Excelleney; nor to accompany him, on any 
one Progrels intothe Country 3 nor to ride any of his Horfes, nor 
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to ufe his Chariot or Chaife, on any Occafion whatfoever 3 tho’ 
too netorioufly common to others of much meaner Characters, 
particularly to a certain Cook-Maid, who pretended to command 
the fame at Pleafure, and alfo to her chief Goffip, a certain Ta- 
vern-keeper, who (tho’ never married) has had feveral ~Baftard 
Children to as many different Fatheys. | 
But really one of the mof fingular and fhocking Inftances of a 
vitiated and depraved Nature, as well asa perverfe and inhuman 
Inclination, towards poor Mr. Mackenzie (who, on many Conifide- 
rations, might very reafonably have expected fome other fort of 
Treatment) was this: That when, upon the Death of his.Son (a 
_Wery comely and ingenious Youth) on the 6r) Day of November 
laft, at Night, my Lord St. Clair’s Son above-named, went very 
- obligingly (at Mr, Mackenzie’s Requeft, and in his Name) the next 
Morning, to acquaint our Governor thereof 3 tomake an Apolo- 
gy for Mr, Mackenzie's neceflary Abfence that | Day 5 and to \in- 
vite his Excellency to the Funeral 5 his Excellency, inflead of con- 
defcending to do the poor affliGed Gentleman the Courtely and 
‘ Honour of coming, in the Cool of the Evening, fo far as 200 Pa- 2: 
ces, to the faid Funeral (from which Mr. Righy, he being then  & 
‘with his Excellency, openly diflwaded him) was moreover fo 
void of the Bowels of Chriftian Charity and Compaflion, on that 
Occafion, that (foon after Mr. St; Clajr’s Return) two fucceffive 
Meflages were fent, by a Footman, to Mr. Mackenzie, requiring his 
immediate Attendance on the Governor ; with peremptory Or- 
ders tobring along with him ‘all the Commiffions for Colonel 
Lowe’s Militia-Regiment of Foot (which were moflly, if not all, 
of the faid deceafed Youth’s hand-writing) with foft Sealing-wax, 
cut Papers for the Seals, &c. This was fuch a furprizing and 
pinching Dilemma to the [aid Mackenzie, at {uch a Juacture, 
that, by Means thereof, he mutt unavoidably have fubje@ed  him- 
felf either tothe feeming, tho’ unjuft Cenfure of contemning and 
not obeying his Excellency’s Commands, if he went not inflantly 
to wait on him ; or to the Oblequy and more juft Reproach of be- 
ing thought very unnatural, in cafe he had then gone, to have 
bufied himfelf about the finithing Commiffions that he knew re- 
quired no manner of hafte, (and which, by the by, were not de- 
liver’d out, ina Month’s time, after they were finifh’d) when he ia 
fhould have been imploy’d in doing the ‘laf’ Chrifiian 4s well as 
Parental Duty to his Son; which not only the Ties of Nature, but | 
even common Decency requit’d at his Hands, and could in no Re- | 
{pect have admitted of any Delay, in this fo warm a Climate : | 
Whereupon (to prevent the finifter Defign which he fulpected, of La 
“taifconftruing any verbal Anfwer he could have given, on that Oc- - 
-cafion) he fent his Excellency a gtave Apologetick Anfwer in 
writing 5; a Copy whereof I have teen, Yet neverthelefs when, on 
| the next fubfequent Day, after the Funeral! (which was, in every i 
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~Refpedt, very decently performed; all the Gentlemen of the Coun- 
 ciland Affembly, then in Town, except the Governor and Mr. 
> Rigby, having'beon prefent at it, befide many others) Mr. Mac- 
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kenzie went, in {uitable Mourning, to waiton his Excelleney 
(with whom Mr. Righy was, at that time, likewife) neither the 
one, nor the other, thought fit to take the leaft notice, directly, 
ot indiredtly, of the Occafion of his the faid Mackenzie’s being 
then in fuch Mourning, any more than if they had never heard a- 
ny thing of the Matter: But, witha very fupercilious Air, ar- 
der’d him to finifh the aforefaid Commiffions forthwith. 

I muft own the whole Courfe of their Behaviour on this Occa- 
fion, feem’d to me to have carried along with it, fuch an unpa- 
rallel’d Indication of propenfe Malice, and moft barbarous Inhue 
manity, as even the bloodieft Warriours and Conquerors that ever 
lived, would fo far have {cgrn’d to have been guilty of, that they 
feldom or never refufed to their vanquifh’d Foes, a Ceffation of 
Arms, when demanded, for burying of their Dead. Good God ! 
That Perfons profeffing themfelves Chriftians, fhould thus delibe- 
rately fhew fo little Regard to the unavoidable Concern, whith 
common Decency,as well as Nature, requires from a Parent, on fo 
furprizing an Occafion! Whereas the much more religious and 
compaffionate Heathen could fo feelingly exclaim againft any fuch 
fuppofed Inhumanity, thus; 


b/w v ty 





Quis Matrem uifi ment inops, in funere nati, 
Flere vetat °¢——-—~ 


Who, but a Tyrant-Monfler, would forbid 
A Parent’s Mourning, o’er a Son, when Dead b 
Or on his Hearfe {ome parting Tears to fhed 
The Confideration of fuch bafe and unexpected vile Ufage, as 
poor Mackenzie then met with ; the Senfe he had of his other 
grievous Difappointments, in the general ; together with the fud- 
den Death of his Son, who was not above three Days fick ; and 
his want of fleep,on that Occafion; made fuch a deep Impreffion on 
his Spirits, as threw him into a dangerous Fever, which had very 
near coft him his Life. And yet, ALL THAT was but a Pro- 
logue to the uninterrupted Series and Concatenation of the* many 
ftudied Arts of arbitrary Violence and unaccountable Oppreffions, 
under which he has, with incredible Patience and Fortitude, la- 
bour’d ever fince. | 
I had almoft forgot to acquaint you, that as there is feldom or 
never any General without an Exception, fo among thofe that ac- 
companied his Excellency hither, there happen’d to be one, and 
but one, Babe of Grace (Mr, William Cockburn, the younger Son 
of one of the Judges in Scotland) who*having managed Matters 
fo, that he dared not adventure to fhew his Head any longer in 
kingkand, Scotland, Holland, Hamburgh, 8&c, for fear of being clapt 
clole into Lymbo, made his Efcape hither, as being one of the laft 
Reforts of Perfons fo flared. Our Triumvirate foon underftood 
what Ufe to make of fuch a Tool, whenever Occafion offer’d 5 
and, without deubt, ply’d him accordingly: For tho’ he ale 
im- 





himfelf the Air of joining with others, in condemning and ery- 
ing out exceedingly againft their Conduct and Influence, during 
the firft 8or9 Months, after his Arrival here ; yet he no fooner 
had a View of fucceeding to (Mr. Mackenzie, as Secretary to his 
Excellency, and Clerk of the Council,’ than he changed his Note, 
and render’d himfelf meritorious with the faid Triumvirate, and 
their Pupil, by giving himfelf openly the Lye, as to his formerly 


profels’d Sentiments concerning them, and by informing falfly, 


and even perjurioufly, againft fome of thofe, to whofe Friendfhip 
he was moft obliged, ‘while he remain’d here in a State of Pere- 
grination, before his AdYancement to Mr. Mackenzie’s Office. 

“Mr, St. Clair intends to go for England, by the Defiance Man of 
War ; and is able to give a more particular Account of his own 
and Mr. Mackenzie’s Treatment, fince they came hither. 

To all difcerning and unbyafs’d Perfons here, it looks like Infa- 
tuation, that a Gentleman born of a noble Family, and vetted 
with the Deputation of a fovereign Power, fhould fo far depre- 
tiate hisown Quality, and proftitute the Dignity and Credit of 
that Commiflion which he has the Horour to bear, as, on the 
one hand, to admit fuch 4 notorious Compotition of Ignorance 
and Impudence, as that grunting Mongrel Animal, our Hog- 
Do——r (tho’a bufy officious Tool) to be, on all Occafions what- 
foever, whether publick or private, one of his Ex—— cy’s 
moft familiar and favourite Companions 3 e{peciaily when here 
are Gentlemen of liberal Education, opulent Fortunes, and ho- 
nourable Principles, among whom he might eafily have made a 
much better Choice; and, on the other hand, fuffer himfelf to 
have been fo very infenfibly at firft fight, and ever fince implicitly 
captivated, enfnar’d, and deluded, by the fawning and fycophan- 
tick Addreffes, the {mooth artificial Smiles, the fullom defign- 
ing Flatteries, the clofe and parafitical Attendance, the fervile 
and indefatigable feeming Obfequioufnefs, the ffothy, obfcene 
and prophane Witticifms, the many falfe Infinuations, and mali- 
cious Suggeftions, the artful, crafty, and moit injurious Contri- 
vances, and with the fallacious, equivocal, gawdy, and affected 
Oratory of fo over fafhionable a Demi-Foreigner, and fo groily 
dif-ingenuous a Sophifter, as our Machiavel Junior, (the {aid Mr. 
R—by) whofe Character may bear at leaft fome faint Refemblance 
to that which was given of Cinna, one of the Roman Confuls, That 
be had a Head to contrive, a Tongue to perfwade, and a Heart to per- 
petrate (and, for ought I know, a Hand alfo to execute) any Mi/- 
chief whatfaever, to gratifie aninfatiable Avavicc, Ambition, Luft, 








or Revenge. | 


And then, as to our Corpus Juris, Brodrick, (the Third 
Member of our governing Triumvirate) the odioufnefs of his 
{candalous Character is fo very well known in England, Ireland, 
Montferrat, and this unhappy Ifland, that I.need not trouble you 


now with any Defcription of thofe heterogeneous Parts which 


- compofe the fame. 
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Yet fill, whenevery it happens fo, that, thro’ the want of ei- 
ther {ufficient Perietration and Judgment to difcern, Capacity to 
anfwer and refell, or Courage to flight the plaufibility of fuch fo- 
phiflical Arguments, as are advanced under the falfe Colour (tho? 
{pecious Pretences) of ferving their Intereft, aggrandizing their 
Powers and Fortunes, and of adminiftring to their Pleafures ; Per- 
fons in higheft Authority {uffer themfelves to be thus furpriz’d 

into a more than ordinary Familiarity with defigning Sycophants, 
they feldom or never efcape being footh’d into an eafie and agreea 
ble, tho’ fatal Belief, That all the charming Adulations, and ful- 
fom Encomiums of thefe crafty Parafites are a Tribute really due 
to fome fingular (how imperceptible foever) Merit in themfelves ; 
according to that of Fuvenal: Wit tiree mint 





Berea 





—Nihil eff quod credere de fe 
Non pofit, cum laudatur Diis agua Poteftas. 


And being thus, by the pleafing Enchantment and Delufion of that 
falfe Muhck, once plunged into fuch a deep Lethargy, as fhuts up 
all the Avenues to their Reafon; few ever recover fuch a true 
Senfe and Tafle of Perfons and Things again, as to take warning 
from that notable Confeflion and Admonition of Ovid, inthe 3d 
Book of -his Hiegies: ; ‘ shiner 


Define Blanditias, G5 verba potentia quondam 
Perdere, non ego fum Stulius ut ante fui. 


Which I have adventur’d to render into Engli/h, thus : 


Forbear your Fawning; Flatter me no more 5 
Il am not gnow the Fcol I was before. 


And, among the many wife Obfervations of Solomon, on the in- . 
numerable Mifchiefs wrought by Lying and Flattery, he gives the 
following exprefs Caution, again{ft a diffembling Flatterer, Prov. 
26.25. When he foeaketh fair, believe him not 5 for there ave feven. 
Abominations in bis Heart. And, Ver. 28. A lying Tongue hateth. 
thofe that ave afficded by it, anda flattering Mouth worketh Ruin. 
And, without doubt, God comprehended. iuch as thele mm that 
Curfe which he denoune’d by the Mouth of the Prophet Laiab, 
ch. 5.20. Wo unto them that call Evil Good, and Good Evils khat put 
Darknefs for Light, and Light for Darknefs ythat put Bitter for Sweet, 


- and Sweet for Bitter. And, a little after, ver,23. Who juflisieth the 


Wicked for Reward, and take away the Righteoufue/s of the Righteous 
from him. gael) 

It was the faying of a late ingenious Author, That the Inhabi- 
tants of a City or Province, whole Governor is himfelf govern’d 
by others, mui of all People be the moft miferable » Atjuding, 
no doubt, infome tefpedt, to that of the Wifeman, £eci.oro. 16. 
Wo tothee, O Land, when thy King w a Chile, (that is, a Perfon 

not 
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| a 
not capable of difcerning px diftinguifhing Good from Evil, Right 
from Wrong, Truth from Falfhood, Vice from Virtue, or how 
to decree Juitice and Judgment, &5c,) And in Confirmation there- 
of, God complaining of the general defection and perverfenefs of 
his People, threatens to punith them by the Mouth of his Prophet 
Laiah, ch. 3. 4,5. And £ will give them Children to be their Princes, 
and Babes foall rule over them. And the People halt be oppreffed, eve- 
ry one by another, and every one by his Neighbour: The Child foall 
behave himfelf proudly againft the Ancient, and the bafe againft thé 
honourable. And then, vers12. As for my People, Children are their 
Opprejjovs, and Women rule over them. Now if the Governor of a 
Province or Colony, happen to be a Perfon not endowed with fuch 
Qualifications as are neceflary for good Government, but mutt 
himfelf be implicitely direéted by others ; then how much more mi« 
ferable muft the Cafe of that Province or Colony be, when thefe c- 
thers are no way accountable for {uch Governor’s Male-Adminiftra- 
tion; and when that Province happens to be fo far diftant from the 
Imperial Seat and Fountain of Government, that the Remedy of 
going thither to fue for Redrefs, may probably prove worfe (if 
worle can be) than the Difeafe it telf. 

I thall ever pay a due Tegard to the Memory of that gallant and 
worthy Gentleman, Major General Selwyn, who, upon his firit 
‘Atrival here, Anno 1701. in the Quality of Captain General, and 
Governor of this Ifland, being continually teazed with the offici- 
ous Advices, Whifperings, and Infinuaticns of Two very crafty 
and defigning Perfons, (Colonel ry b we, and Colonel 
k-———d Ll——~) touching the Conftitution of the Ifland, the 
CharaGers, Humours, and Inclinations of certain particular Pere 
fons, &s¢. with the view of {crewing themfelves into his Favour, 
fo as to become his chief Confidents and Tutors ; heard them 
Out, very patiently, for feveral Days; ‘and then, at laf, exprefs’d 
himfelf to them in Words to the following Effe@ : Gentlemen, E 
have given you a full hearing; I thank you for your Advice; I'll ob= 
Serve fo much of it as I think convenient 5 Lcan ealily fee what you 
drive at 3 but I would have you take notice, that I came not hither 
with a flabbering Bibb, and leading Strings : Yet, Gentlemen, if you 
pleafe to compromife the Matter, You (Mr. L—~—we) hall govein 
for one Month, and you (Mr. Li——d) fhall govern another Month 5 
but, depend upon it, I fball kovern, my felf, all the Time after, du-. 
ving my flay bere. This was fo obvious a Rebuke for their petulant 








officioutnets, that neither they, nor any other, pretended to direct 


him ever after; except, when he thought fit to afk their Opinions 
or Advice in Matters under deliberation atthe Time. «He was a 


Gentleman of a very goodly Prefence,. of bright natural Parts, 


“and. very good acquired Endowments 3 an excellent Soldier; im- 


partial in the Adminiftration of Juice; frugal without Parfimo- 
AY, and generous without Prodigality.. In fhort, God did not 


think us worthy of being long bieffed with fuch a Governor; for 


he died before the end of that Year, 


After 
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_ After fo long a Digreffion, itis high Time now to retutn to the 
Difcuffion of what 1 firft propofed fhould be the chief fubject Mat- 
ter of this Letter. 

I have already given you feveral Inftances of the vile Practices 
of our Efcheat-brokers, in the efcheating of Eflates, whether real- 
ly efcheatable or not: And have fill, in flore, many more Infian- 
ces of {uch to give ; but wiil confine my felf, at this Time, to on- 
ly one Inflance more, which, for the fingularity of fome Circum- 
ftances attending it, deferves your fpecial Confideration. 

By an AG of the Governor, Council, and Affembly of this » 
I{land, and confirmed in Council at Whiteball, by King Charles tid. 
Intituled, 4n AG for encouraging the fettling of this Ifland, \t was 
Enadted, That any Alien then fettled, or that thereafter fhould fertle 
in this Ifland, and take the Oath of Allegiance, fuould, to all Intents 
and Purpofes, be fully and compleatly Naturalized , paying only 51. 10 8. 
fora proper Inflrument purporting the fame, under the Broad Seal of 
this Iland. 

Upon the Encouragement of the aforefaid Aa, an indefinite 
Number of Jews, and fome other Foreigners of different Nationss 
and Religions, came and fettled here 5 purchas’d Freeholds, £5¢. 
and amongft the reft, one William Kupius, a Native of Holland, \et- 
tled, and was Naturalized here; and purchated a confiderable 
Plantation, with a fuitable Number of Negroes, in the Parifh of 
Clarendon ; married the Daughter of Colonel Bernard Andreas, in 
the Neighbourhood; and had by her, one Son, and one Daugh- 
ter. 
Upon the Death of the faid William Kupius, fome Years fince, 
and of his {aid only Son fome Time after; the aforefaid Planta- 
tion, Negroes, and other Appurtenances, fell of courfe to his 
then only turviving Child, Anna-Williamina-Bernaraa Kupius, an 
Infant, 

The {aid Infant being under the Guardianfhip of the faid Colo- 
nel Andveas, her Grand-father ; and her Mother (the Daughter of 
the aid Colonel Andreas, and Widow of the faid William Kupius,) 
happening to intermarry with Mr. Anthony Swimmer, the faid 
Colonel Andreas (as Guardian aforefaid) did let the faid Infant’s 
Eftate (viz. the faid Plantation and Negroes) in Farm, to the faid 
Anthony Swimmer, at 3001. yearly Rent, during the time of her 


(the {aid Infant’s) Minority. But, beth the {aid Grandfather,and 


Mother of thefaid Infant, happeningto die foon after ; fhe, the 
{aid Infant, was.then left under the Guardianfhip, and to the fole 
Care of her Step-Grand-Mother, or Grand-Mothes in Law, the 
Widow and Executrix of the faid Colonel Andreas. é 
By this time, our Efcheat-Brokers began to prick up their Ears 
and had not even Difcretion enough to conceal their Wifhes and” 
Hopes, that the faid Infant Anna-Williamina-Bernarda Kupius 
(who was then aged about 8 or 9 ¥ears) might likewife go foon 
the way of all Flefh: Becaufe in fuch Cafe, thefe voracious Vul- 
tures did not doubt of getting their Talons faften’d upon her afore- 


{aid Eftate, for want.of Heirs, 
Now 
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Now comes on the Myftery of Iniquity : 


The {aid Infant happening to be fomewhat troubled with a lit- 


tle Tumour or Swelling in her Groin, one Mr. New/am, a neigh- 
bouring Chyrusgeon, was thereupon confulted, and took her in 
hand, to cure her : But before he had time to take proper, and ne- 
ceflary Meafures for that End, her {aid Gyand-Mother-in-Law 
was, by the Mediation and Letters of Advice (as I am c¥edibly 
inform’d) ofa certain ufeful Matron (one of fEfculapius’s Setters ) 
prevail’d upon to bring the faid Child forthwith up from the Lee- 
ward to Spanifo Town, to be put under the immediate Care of 

Dr, John Stewart, as the only Doétor inthe Ifland, whocould in- 

fallibly cure her, of all Diftempers whatfoever, if curable, €6’c. 

Sooth’d thus with the pleafing Allurements aforefaid, the ho- 
neft well meaning Grand- Mother (Mrs, Andreas ) fettled and lefe 
her Grand- Daughter (the Infant above-named ) at Mr. Merick’s 
Houle in Spanifo-Town, where fhe remain’d about a Year, under 
our infallible Dodtor’s (I had aloft faid, Butcher’s) Hands, 

He began his tender Experiments, by making a large Incifion, 
which (after fome few Dreflings, Secundum Artem) he faid, was 
a Fiftula: This was fucceeded by feveral other large Incifions, 
round thefaid Infant’s Thigh, very near, if not quite into the 

- Bone ; and to give fome feeming Colour (as was then generally 
thought) to fuch an extraordinary and violent Piece of Practice,he 
call’d a certain Under-Praétitionér to his Affiftance, for Dreffing, 
in hisown Abfence, thofe Wounds or Fiffula’s, which he himfelf 
had, with fo much Tendernefs, thus made. In fhort, after he 
had kept the aforefaid Infant (who was not then above 9 Years of 

Age) ina continued Torment, with repeated Incifions, Iffues, 

Applications, Counter-applications, and the D land the Do- 

étor knows what befides, for about the Space of one whole Year, 

and was, from time to time, very liberally paid by the Grand- 
Mother, Mrs. Andreas 3 he told her at lait, That the faid Tnafant 
was incurable 5 that he had done all he coud to bers and that be 
would not give himfelf any farther Trouble about ber; or to that 
Purpofe : Whereupon, Mrs. dndreas took the faid Infant home 
to Leeward, and fent for one Dr, Page, under whofe Care (not- 
withftanding the unaccountable Butchery aforefaid) the Child re- 
covered apace, for 4 or 5 Months together, and was likely to 
have done very well; “till in his Abfence, fhe contracted a Cold, 
which threw her into a violent Flux and Fever, of which the 

/dy’d before he could,reach her. , 

— Itis needlefs here totrouble you with a Recital of the many 

‘Reflections paft upon Dr. Stewarz’s Method of Practice above-mens 

tion’ds and how He and fome other certain Do@ors had very high 

Words upon it, at Sarah Turner’s Tavern, in Spanifo Town. — 

But, by the bye, I muft own, J am the le/s fcrupulous in be- 
lieving him very capable of coramitting fuch a defign’d piece of 
‘barbarous Inhumanity (if prompted thereto either by Malice, 
Revenge, or the view of private Intereft) when I confider after 


what Manner he has treated feveral oe ; and particularly Be 
i . , Ne 
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Inftance, Mr. Mackenzie, (the Governor’s late Secretary aforefaid) 
foon after his Arrival here ; which was thus, 
Mr. Mackenzie happening, one Day after Dinner, to fay (in 
H difcourfing tranfiently on general Heads) That the Mufketo-Flies 
Vi had been very bufie about his Legs, the Night before; and that, 
between fleeping and waking, he had ruffled a little of the Skin 
| of his left Leg, fofmewhat above the Ancle-bone; Dr. Stewart 
would needs thereupon come officioufly next Morning (as he did. 
i" without Invitation) to fee Mr. Mackenzie's Leg, under the pre- 
tence of Friendfhip, and to bring with him (as he faid) a little 
a Ointment, to draw a new Skin upon it; but inftead thereof, 
ii bringing a Stiletto ready drawn (that is, a Lancet hidin the Palin 
of his Hand) and taking hold of Mackeuzie’s Leg, then turning 
his back round, and placing himfelf in fuch manner as rendred 1t 
impoflible for his Patient to fee what the Doétor was going about 
to do to his Leg ; and Mackenzie {uppofing that the badnefs of the 
Doétor’s Sight made him probably chufe that Pofture, to bring the 
Object the nearer to his purblind Eye ; the Doétor all of a{udden, 
without the o:her’s previous Knowledge, or Confent in the leaft, 
and holding fill Mackenzie’s Leg faft lock’d under his Arm, made 
5 of 6 flight Incifions crofs one another, about the Ancle-bone, at 
' which he being very much furprized, cry’d out in a great 
Paflion to the Doctor, what, in the Name of G d, he meant 
by fo doing? To which the Dodor anfwered very gravely, I¢ was 
only to make the Blood fart, for preventing the Stagnation thereof 3 
tho’ there was not the leatl fhadow of any ground imaginable for 
{uppofing, and much lefs dreading any fuch Thing. Then the Do- 
Gor calling forward his Myrmidon, who was ready at hand, witha 
large Gallipot, full of fome fulphureous, liquid ftuff,bathed Macken- 
zie’s Leg with the fame, which made it inftantly {mart foextremely, 
that to alleviate the Pain thereof, and to cool the fiery Heat which 
the faid bathing had occafion’d, the Doétor then bedawb’d and 
plaifter’d it, allover, witha thick Ointment which his Myrmidon 
| had ready in another Gallipot for the purpofes; and fo wrapp’d 
P| the Ancle quite round with a Plaifler and linnen Bandage, and 
lt - charg’d the faid Mackenzie not to untie it, before next Morning, 
ai upon any ac¢ount whatfoever, and leaving the {aid Gallipots with 
Hid him, told him his Ancle (tho’ it fhould fmart a little) muft be 
~ bath’d and drefi once more therewith, in manner aforefaid ; and 
that thereafter he would apply fomething, which, he doubted not, 
would in a fhort time, perfectly heal it. 
After Dr. Stewart’s Departure, Mr. Mackenzie became, by 
Degrees, fo very fenfible of a continued growing Heat, and extra- 
ordinary gnawing Pain, in and about his Ancle, that he could 
hardly contain himfelf from pulling off the Plaifier.and Bandage ; 
but, with much ado, he kept it on, according to the Dofor’s Di- 
rections, till next Morning 5 at which time Dr. Blaiv happening 
to make him a friendly Vifit, from XKingflon, was {urpriz’dto fee 
him confin’'d to his Chamber, with a fore Leg-;. aud enquiring 
into the Caule thereof, and being informed of all that Dr. Stearate 
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had done to it, foon difcover’d (after undreffing it) that the Pra- 
ctice’ was in every Step thereof, the Effect of premeditated ° 
Malice and Villany; andthat nothing but a very flrong Corrofive 
could have made fuch a Cavity in one Night’s time, as appear’d 2 
then in Mr. Mackenzie's Leg ; and therefore in Colonel Blair’s i 
Prefence, avowedly difcharged Mr. Mackenzie (as his Friend) Ww 
from making any farther Ufe of thefe Applications preicribed by ie 
Dr? Stewart; from which time forward Mr. Mackenzie ever, to i. 
this Hour, could, with any Patience, hear of taking any of Dr. | 
Stewart's Prefcriptions, in any Cafe whatfoever; nor, indeed, a- 
ny other Perfon that has a jutt Notion of the Man, or a due Re- 
gard to his own Safety. 7 | 

Yea, our very Females (many of whom were formerly this 
our Ai/culapius’s Partizans and Setters) are of late become fo {ene 
fible of the Grofsnefs and Falfity of thofe innumerable Stories 
which he had, from time totime, impofed upon their Credulity 5. i 
of his flicking at nothing to compafs his Ends ; and of the Dan- l 
ger of trufling him, in any refpe& whatever 3 that the Generality | 
of them (efpecially thefe of the better fort) have already quite j 
dropt him, info much that, at this time, he has not (as I am ] 


_ credibly informed) three Patients in all this Ifland ; and therefore i J 
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ives himfelf the Air of faying now, that fince he has got an E- 
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Fate to live on, athis Eafe, he’ll not give himfelf the Trouble of | 
practifing Phyfick any longer, : ia 
But, as to the Point in hand, the faid Infant, dnna-Williamina- ¥ 
Bernavda Kupius, happening to die as aforelaid, in Fanuary laf, at e 
Mrs, Andreas’s Houfes and Mrs. Andreas having thereupon fent an i 
Exprefs to Dr.Stewayt (as being one of the Favourite-Triumvirate ) [ \y 
with an Account thereof, and defiring his Mediation and Affi- a. 
ftance, for obtaining her a Grant of the Efcheat of her faid Grand- my 
child’s Eftate, if efcheatable 3 the Doétor (asl aim informed) re- y 


turn’d for Anfwer, that the was too late, 9c. 2 
Several Gentlemen in the Parithes of Clarendon, Vere, and St, 
Elizabeth, were likewife defirous to become Purchafers of the faid 
Eftate, if e{cheatable ; and fignify’d their Willingnefs to have gi- 
ven, fome four, fome 50007, and upwards for the Grant thereof ; 
befide Sc. But the common Report goes, that Mr. Pennent, —~ ia 
one of the Affiftant-Judges of the Grand Court, fent fome Spanj/e 
Arguments per Exprefs, to fecure the Governor’s and our Tri- | 
umvirate’s Favour, for Jetting him have the Refufal of the afore- i 
faid Eftate, at the Current Value in fuch Cafes, Say : 
Whatever may be in that, 1 know not: But certain it is, that 
Mr. Pennent play’d his Cards fo well, with thefe Eicheat-Brokers 
(the Triumvirate above-named, of whom Mr, R-—-by is the 
Chief) that no other Pretender is now admitted into Play; tha’ 
*tis more than probable, that fome other Peifon, no way con- 
cernd with thefe Brokers, might readily give better Conditions 
tothe Governor, if he were not in aState of Pupillarity, under 
the abfolute DireGiion and Managemeat of thefe Elcheat-Leaches, 
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Mr. Pennent having taken out a Writ of Bfcheat in common 
Form, direéted to the Provoft-Marfhal; Care was taken to fum- 
mon fuch a Jury of 12 honeft Men of the Neighbourhood, upon 
the Inquifition, as return’d, upon Oath, the Value of the {aid 
Kupius’s Eftate, at no more than 14561. to the Queen 5 tho’ it be 
well known, that Mr. Smymmer pays 3007. a Year for the fame ° 
And as it cannot be reafonably fuppofed, that the Deceafed Colonel 
Andreas, late Guardian to the faid Deceafed Infant, would have 
been too precile and fevere in letting a Leafe of his faid Pupil’s E- 


. ftate, to his own Sonein-Law (the faid Mr. Swymmer) at too high 


a Rent s itis generally faid,that Mr. Swymmer has made another good 
Eftate out of thé faid Kupius’sBftate, in the Compafs of fome few 
Years laft pafi; and farther, the faid Kupius’s Eftate produces (as ft 
4m informed.) about 120 Hogfheads of very good Sugar a Year < 
which being modeftiy computed at 20 I. per Hogfhead,makes 2400}. a 
Year. Out of which the ordinary Charges being deducted, if muft 
be allowed that the Remainder will muchexceed the 3007. yearly 
Rent payable for the fame, as aforefaid. But befide the Plantation, 
Sugar-work and Houfles, Sc, belonging to it, there are (as I am 
informed) about 120 Negroes upon it; which Negroes being, mo- 


derately valued at 25 7. per Head, will inftantly yield 3000 1, What 


° 


the remaining Perfonal Eftate,belide the running yearly Rent, may 
amount to, I cannot tell: But, by what is already faid, you may 
eafily perceive there is fome {mall Matter of Difference between the 
real Value of the faid Kupius’s Eftate to the Poffeffor or Purchafer, 
and the fworn eftimated Value thereof to the Queen 5a Difference 
(tho? not proportionably quite fo very ridiculous as fome of the o- 
ther Inftances of lefs Value already mentioned, which are as 300 
to 1) yet fo grofly wide and {candaloufly fhameful, that ’tis hard to 
tell where fuch perjurious and fraudulent Pra€tices may end 3 if 
fome timely ftop be not put to this growing and horrid Evil. 

The only Obftacle in our Triumvirate’s way, at prefent, is, Her 
Majefty’s aforefaid Inftruction, Limiting the Governor from difpofing 
of any Fine, Forfeiture, or Efcheat, above the Value of 101, without 
fpectal Leave, &c. This fticks fo clofe in their Stomachs, that, 
fometimes, they cannot forbear even openly curfing the Commif- 
fioners of Trade, who prepared the Draught of that Inftruction, as 
being a great Hindrance (they fay) to the Difpatch of Bufinefs, Oc. 
And the aforefaid Limitation difturbs their righteous Spirits, fill 
the more ; becaufe it gives all real or pretended Heirs the longer 
time, for putting in their Claims to any efcheated Eftates, after 
the Efcheat-Patents are paft 5 which, if not done within the Space 
of three Years, their Pretenfions are ever after foreclofed. 

However, as our Triumvirate take all Occafions to magnify and 
extol our Governor’s great Power and Intereft at home; they al- 
fare their E{cheat-Clients, that his Excellency makes not the leaft 
Doubt of prevailing with Her Majefty, to revoke the aforefaid Li- 
qnitations and give hima Difcretionary Power, in relation to all 
Efcheats whatfoever 3 or at leaft to give him the Grant or Difpolal 
of fuch’ pasticular Efcheats as hell think fit to Aske is} sf 

| 7 | ~ Now 














Now whether the faid Kupius’s Eftate be juftly efcheatable, for 


want of Heirs, is, with many People, ftill a Queftion, becaufe they 


feem to be pretty well affured, that the faid Wiliam K uptus decealed 
(Father of the aforefaid Infant likewife deceafed) had feveral Bros 
thers, Sifters, and other near Relations, lately (and for ought they 
know, ftill) living in Holand. So that if fuch neareft Relations or 
Heirs be duly and timely apprized of the common Pradtice of this 
Ifland, with refpect to the Right of Naturalization, they may ea- 
fily obtain the Benefit of being nafuralized, either here, or in Eng- 
Jand 3 and fo have a clear Right to the faid Eftate of Courfe; in 
fais they maketheir Claim within the Space of three Years, as a- 
Ove. 

If it fhould be pretended that the afore-recited Aé& of this 
Ifland, for naturalizing Foreigners, is expired; 1 humbly apprehend 
that to bea Miftake : For tho’ King Charles \1. confirmed it, a- 


mong feveral other Laws, for no longer time, than 21 Years, from 


the 1/f of November, 1683 3 yet that Act being in its own Nature 
perpetual, for encouraging she Settling of this Ifland, it remains ftill 
in Force here; tillthe fame beefpecially declared void, and difal- 
low’d of by the Queen. 

Yea, moreover, as all former Governors, fince the Commence- 
ment of the faid A@ did; fothe prefent Governor continues, to 
this Hour, as Occafion offers, to Pat Patents of Naturalization, 
to all {uch Foreigners as come and fettle in this Mland, if they re 
quire the fame, purfuant to the aforefaid AG, And, as a farther 
corroborating Evidence WOR | when fome naturalized Jems died 
lately here, without naturalized Heirs, the Wives, or other neareft 
Relations of {uch deceafed Fews, having made Intereft by fome of 
the Triumvirate, obtain’d, firft of all, Patents of Naturalization, 
founded upon the aforefaid A& (to qualify them for obtaining Let- 
ters of Adminiftration, €c.) and then got Letters of Adminiftrati- 
on; of Courfe : So that what is Sauce for a Goofe is Sauce for a 
Gander, for, Majus & Minus non differunt fpecie. 

But ifit fhould ftill neverthelefs be determin’d, that the afore- 
faid A& is void, even fince the Expiration of the 21 Years aboves 
mention’d , then all the Patents of Naturalization granted, fince 
that time, both by the late and prefent Governor, would likewife 


-be void of courfe; as having been unwarrantably granted; And fo 


there would be more fine Work for our Efcheat Hunters, contrary 


- to all publick Faith, and the Defign of peopling this Tfland. 


So that if any fuch Heir to the faid Infant Kupius appear, in due 
time, and Care be taken to apprize the Queen fully ot his Cafe, it 
is probable (confidering the inhuman Cruelty of thofe previous 
Steps taken to make the aforefaid Eftate efcheatable, and then the 
perjurious and fraudulent Meafures taken after, to conceal the real 


-Value thereof, from the Queen and her Miniftry, when efcheated, 


as aforefaid) Her Majefty may, from an equitable Regard to fuch 
Heir’s natural Right, by Proximity of Blood, from the general In- 
dulgence intended to all Foreigners whatfoever (even Fews) by the 
Laws and Cuftoms of this Ifland, and from the fingular Seas: of 
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Her own Royal Difpofition, be induced to difpenfe with the ftrid 
nef{s of any accidental Right arifing to the Crown, merely from the 
want of a bare formality ; that is, fuch Heir’s not being Naturali- 
zed in the flricteft Form, before, perhaps, he could be apprized of 
his having a natural Right to any fuch Eftate, | 

Upon the whole Matter, I am fully perfwaded, that the moft 
effectual Remedy, for preventing, and fruftrating for the future, 
the many wicked Defigns, crafty Contrivances, manifeft Perjuries, 
and grievous Oppreflions, now prattifed, and artfully carried on, 
under the falfe Colour and Pretence of ferving the Queen’s Inte- 
reft, by the efcheating of Eftates, in manner above narrated, 
would be, to obtain a {pecial Order and Inftruction from Her Ma- 
jefly, to the Goyernor of this Ifland, for the Time being, That all 
Eftates in this Ifland, efcheated or to be efcheated to she Queen, 
and not already granted, by Efcheat-Patents, to particular Perfons, 
fhall (upon Notice given to the Inhabitants, by Proclamation, or 
otherwife) be expofed to Sale, by publick Outcry, in St. Fago de la 
Vega, commonly called Spanifh Town, during the Seffions of the 
Grand Court 3 and then and there, be Sold to the higheft Bidder, 
complying with the ordinary Conditions of Sale, without refpect 
of Perfons ; and that all Sums of Money arifing from fuch Sales, 
be paid into the Hands of her Majefty’s Receiver General, for the 
Time being 3 and be appropriated to the Support of the Govern- 
ment of this Her Majefty’s Ifland, and the contingent Charges 
thereof; and not (as at prefent, and for fome Years paft) be funk 


| into the private Pockets of fuch.as make ig their Bufinefs to abufe 


the Queen, and opprefs Her Majefty’s Subjects, by their vile, cor- 
tupt, and perjurious Practices above mention’d. ; 

Should {uch an Inftruction be obtained, it would, at once cure 
us of all our Grievances touching Efcheats; for it would, for 
the future, prevent our Triumvirat’s making (as, to the great Re- 
proach of the Inhabitants, they have hitherto mide) a May-game 
of too many neighbouring Planters, by ftirring them up one againft 
the other, and involving them in vexatious Suits at Law, with 
the mean 2nd precarious Views of getting cheap Bargains of each 
others Eftates, if, by hook or by crook efcheatable; it would 
leave no room for the Provoft-Marfhal’s packing of {candalous Jue 
ries of perjured Wretches, upon Inquifitions, to return upon their 
Oaths, fham Effimates of fuch efcheatable Eftates as fall under 
their Cognizance, by which they frequently make the pretended 
Value not to exceed the One, two, or three hundredth Part of the 
real Value thereof; ir would make al] Freeholders equally zealous 
that all Effates truly Efcheatable fhould beaefcheated, and difpofed 
of to the beft Advantage, forthe publick Ufe of the Government 5 
becaufe by fuch means there would be the lefs occafion to raife 
Taxes on their own Effates, for the contingent Charges of the Go- 
vernmett ; and be likewife a means to keep up the Value of their 
Plantations, fo as not to be depreciated, by reafon of the prefent 
eafie Purchafe of etcheated Eflates. . 


But 
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But while a Triumvirate of {uch crafty, defigning, and indu- 
{trious Jugglers, as are before defcribed, are (with the help of fuch 
a Machine as they have got into their Hands, and the affiftance of 
fome other fervile and mercenary Affociates) fill kept at the Helm 


here, and have Credit enough to be believed at home, to the pre= — 


judice of honeft Men, who may not have the Opportunity or Ad- 
vantage of fo dire, eafie, and free a Correfpondence, I am afraid 
that the obtaining fuch an Inftruétion as is above humbly propofed, 
isa Thing more to be wifh’d, than hop’d for, very fuddenly. 

And really, the fame Confideration (I muft own) makes me far- 
ther afraid, That even (the three firft above recited Ads of this 
I{land, which were made and calculated to abridge, in fome mea- 
{ure, the exorbitant Power of the {aid Triumvigsate, (viz. An A& 
to prevent any one Ferfon from holding Two, or more Offices of Profit 
iu this Ilind: An Ad for regulating Fees, Sc. And an AG for ihe 
further quieting Men’s Loffeftons, and preventing vexatious Suits at 
Law) may not probably obtain the Royal Confirmation, fo readily 
as were to be wifh’d: Becaufe by feveral Letters from London, we 
have Advice, long fince, that Mr. Rigby (who by his Office, as 
Deputy-Secretary, is the only Perfon obliged to make authentick 
Copies of all A¢ts of this Ifland, and is paid for the fame, and for 
thefe Three in particular) took care to contrive Matters fo as 
the firft two of them (made and {ent home in June 1711, to be 
confirmed) wanted the’ neceflary Solemnity of having the Broad 
Seal of this Ifland aftixed to them 5 for the want whereof, thefe 
Acts are flill laid afide, till other Office-Copies be fent home in 
due Form, under the afore{ajd Seal, if not already fent, 

Yet, inthe mean Time, He (the faid Rigby) took occafion to 
employ his own and his Friends utmoit Art and Induftry, to pre 
poffels fome in Authority at home (particularly Sir Edward Nor- 


they, the prefent Attorney General) with Prejudices againft the 


{aid Aéts, tho’ more immediately againft that one, touching the 
Multiplication of Offices in his own Perfon (vide Pag. 4.) and 
the better to obtain his End, by grofly inifreprefenting both Pers 
fons and Things, and by not Stating the Cafe fairly, (a Trick he 
the faid Reedy feldom or never fails being guilty of, in any Cafe 
whatever) and by falfly luggefting that the aforefaid A@ in Rela- 
tion to Offices was calculated againit the Royal Prerogative; he 
has already, by way of Anticipatiop, obtain’d the Opinion of the 
faid Attorney-General, That the Two Offices, of Provoft- Marfoal, and 
Secretary of this Iland, are not incompatible, to be held and executed 


by one and the fame Perfon, 8c. As if that were the Point in De= 


bate. No, That was never, inthe leaft, once deny’d or contraver- 
ted, by any of the Promoters of the faid Act, But thefe Two 
Offices having never been executed by one and the fame Perfon, 
before Mr. Righy’s Time ; the Affembly had not occafion till then, 
to difcover the great Inconveniences thereof. And Mr. Rigby hae 
ving, by many fraudulent, over-dext¥ous, and oppreffive Practices, 
made it manifeft to them, and to all the Inhabitants in general, 
that it then was (and ftill might be) highly inconvenient, and of 
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pernicious Confequence to have’ thefe Offices (which in many Ca- 
fes ought to be Checks upon one another) executed by one Perfon, 
efpecially a Perfon having otherwife fuch an accumulated and over 
grown Power, and dangerous Influence on the Adminiftration of 
the Govetument here, asthe faid Rigby then had, and {till has, 
get more and mote. : 

And the Truth is, the Affembly wanted neither fufficient 
Ground nor Inclination to have declared him (the faid Rigby) 
incapable of enjoying or executing any publick Office whatever 
in this Ifland, ever after; could they have expected the Gover¢ 
nor’s concurrence: But knowing the tranf{cendent Power which 
He (the faid Rigby) had got over the then, as well as*the prefent 
Governor, they Few it advifeable to foften their Refentment, 
and be contented with obtaining fome part of their Defign, by the 
general Words of the {gid A@; rather than lofe the Whole, by 
bearing too hard on him, in exprefs Terms at once, 

Many Things not directly incompatible in the Eye of the Law, 
or in the {iri Senfe thereof, may yet neverthelefs (as in the pre- 
{ent Cafe) be very highly inconvenient, and injurious in their own 
Nature; for fummum Jus, fumma Injuria, isan old and true Max- 


gm: And tho’, from a dutiful Regard to the Queen’s Majetty, the 


Promoters of the faid A& did {pecially referve the Royal Preroga- 
tive therein, yet they do flill humbly hope that Her Gracious Ma- 
jefty will never be induced to exert Her Prerogative in the utmoft 
jawful Extent thereof, to the manifeft Prejudice of Thoufands of 
Her Subjects here, and who Trade hither : for the fake of a fingle 
Perfon fo notorioufly obnoxious as Mr. Rigby is. 

As to the other Ad fent home likewife in Fune 1711, without 
the Seal of the Ifland, viz. The At for regulaing Exorbitant Fees, 
&c. All I can fay to it as yet, is, That, under the plaufible Pretencé 
of fecurimg the Eftates and Interefis of fuch Orphans and Credi- 
tors as happen to be in England, from Time to Time, the fame 
nimble Gentleman above-named has projected, and, in the lait Sef- 
fion of this prefent worthy Affembly, carry’d on, and obtained the 
pafling of an Act that entitles him to demand legally now, from 
all Adminiftrators and Executors whatever, meny of thole Fees 
which be formerly exacted Arbitrarily, and which ( [ am inform- 
ed) were partly the occafion of making the aforelaid Law, for 1e- 
oulating Fees, €5¢. » 

Then as to the abovemention’d AG pals’d in the firft Seffion of 
this Aflemblyy in July 1711, entituled, An A& for the further quiet- 
ang Men’s Poffefions, and preventing vexatiovs Suits at Law. Tho’ 
Mr. Righy appear’d, at firft, moft violently againft the pafling 
thereof ; yet finding all the Gentlemen, both of the Council and 
Affembly, who have any confiderable Freeholds in this Ifland, as 
we)l as the other Freeholders in general, very much bent on having 
it pafs ; and finding likewife, that upon examining and comparing 
the Draught thereof, it agreed verbatim with the Amendments 
made (as I am informed )"by the late Attorney-General (Sir Fames 
Mountague) and approved of, by Her Majetty in Council, to os 
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A& ofa former. Aflembly, bearing the fame Title with this Act, and 
_ fent home to. have been confirmed at that Time ; he (the faid Rigby) 

thought fit to acquiefce and agree to this A&t at laf{; and that he 
may be the lefs fufpeéted of aéting another Part, behind the Curtain le 
(which he feldom fails of doing on any fuch occa‘ion) gives himfelf an Ir 
Air of feeming now very zealous for its obtaining the Royal Affent: 
But, as’ we have too much Experience of this Polite Gentleman’s im 
Machiavelian Sincerity, to think that his Words fhoula agree with | £ 
his Defigns, in a Cafe wherein he thinks his private Intereft con- ft 
@ern’d; I have good gfound to believe and affirm to you, for a ia 
Truth, that (according to his ufual under-hand Praétices) he has al- / 
ready fet all the Engines he can at work, and will leave no probable ! 
Means uneflay’d, to prevent (if poffible) or at left, obftruét and re- ! 
tard the Confirmation of the aforefaid A&, at home. i 

I muft own, had Sir James Mountague (who is faid tg have made 
the aforefaid Amendments) been continued Her Majefty’s Attorney 
General to this Time, I fhould incline to believe it more than pro- fs 
bable, that he would have thought himfelf obliged in Honour, to | 4 
have favour’d the paffing of the aforefaid AG, as it now ftands3 i 
That is, He would have given his Opinion frankly aid readily for 
its obtaining the Royal Sanétion $_ as being according to his own A- | a 
mendments.  & 

But Iam afraid, that on the other hand (according to the pro- # 
verbial Saying, mew Lords new Laws) the prefent Attorney Gene= 
‘ral (to whofe Hands the aforefaid Aét muft come of courfe) willnot » 
think himfelf any way tyéd up, by his Predeceffor’s Opinion ; but 
do therein according to the apparent Weight of fuch new Argus .- 
ments, as in the prefent Junéture of Affairs, may poffibly be offer’d iy 
for, or againft the reafonablenefs or unreafonablene(s of the afore- | 
faid A&t, as it was laft pafs’d here, and tranfimitted home. For 
which Reafon, I wifh the Gentlemen of this Ifland now refiding in — | 
England, may take iome care to apprize him fully of the real i 
Grounds and Neceffity of having fuch an Act+, and give him to un- 
derftand farther, that, if it fhould happen to meet with the misfor- 
tune of being return’d hither again, with any new Amendments 
whatever; other fucceeding Attotney Generals may, in like’ man- 
ner, make farther Amendments to it, ftill in indefinitum, and that, 
by means thereof, an A@ fo abfolutely neceflary for the Peace, Quiet, 
and Welfare of this Ifland, may perhaps be loft, for good 
and all. oo 

I once propofed to my felf to have made an end here. But 
being now informed that the Ships are not to fail as yet 5 I take ace 
cafion to acquaint you farther, that tho” this Ifland were fully re- 
drefs’d in Relation to the Efcheats ‘and other Grievances aforemen- , | 
tion’d (which I humbly apprehend can never be) without ftripping 7: 
and divefting our tyrannizing Triumvisate of all their Power and fe 
Places here, at once) yet thefe are not the one hundredth Part of the r 
many fraudulent and arbitrary Praétices, by which the faid Trium- _ a 
virate, with the affiiiance of their fervile Affociates and Abettors, 


do daily abufe the Queen’s gracious Goodnels, and opprefs Her Ae 
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iefty’s Subjefts here: For, asin feveral Cafés, They make a handle 
of the Queen’s pretended Intereft to rob and defraud the People 5 
fo, in feveral of the very fame Cafes; thefe Jugglers make frequently 
a handle of the People’s pretended Intereft, to defraud Her Majefty 
of Her Juft and Legal Right: As, for Example : } 

_ When,_ purfuant to the Aét of Parliament of the 6th Year of the 
Queen’s Reign, entituled, 4a AQ for the Encouragement of the Trade 
to America, and purfuant to ythe Orders and Inftruétions of the 
Commilfioners of Her Majefty’s Cuftoms thereupon, the Colleéto 
here (Peter Beckford, then Junior, Efq;) was demanding, and ha 
received fome of the Duties payable by the faid Act, for all Prize- 
Goods, in manner therein required; our projeéting Politicians pro- 
cured the then Governor’s Order in Council (won obffante the ex: 
prefs Words of the aforefaid Aét of Parliament, for prefent Pay- 
ment) * That the [aid Collettor fhould take Security of ail Prizes 


© brought in, or to be brought in, That they would anfwer all fuch Duttes 


** as (hould be due by Law, when thereunto legally required: And that @ 
“ Copy thereof fhould be given to the faid Colleor, &c. 

Had I not been very well aflured that the aforefaid Order was 
drawn, written and fign’d by that Polite, Ingenious, and moft dex- 
trous Gentleman, Mr. Rigby (as he was then Clerk of the Council 
here) I might pofhibly have inconfiderately adventured to comment 
a little on the artful loofnefs of the Draught, and feeming Defign 
thereof; but his own fubfequent Conduét, ever fince, in relation to 
the Subje&t matter of that Order,” has favd me that trouble, and 
fufficiently explain’d the honefty of his Meaning, and fincerity of 
his Intention by it. | 

Tho'gthe faid Collector (Mr. Beckford) has had the Advantage of a 
generous and liberal Education, at the Univerfity and Inns of Court 5 


as unqueftionably well affeéted to the prefent Conftitution, both in 


- Church and State 5 and is (as you very well know) not only a Native 


of this Ifland, but Proprietor of one of the moft confiderable Eftates, 
if not the greateft in it (which muft be allowed to be fome Security 
for the fincerity of his Inclinations to promote its Intereit) and tho’ 
his endeavouring, on all occafions (efpecially when he was Speaker of 
fome former Aflemblies) to “have ftemm’d, as much as in him fay, 


‘the then growing Tide of the apparent Defigns of our projecting 


‘and indefatigable Triumvirate, was.a fufficient manifeftation of his 
Zeal for the Peace, Quiet, Welfare and Profperity of-the Planters 
in general: Yet when, in the difcharge of his Duty to the Queen, 
he endeavoar’d, purfwant to the A& of Parliament and Inftruttions 
aforelaid, to have colleéted the Duties, legally due and payable to 
Her Majefty, on all Pfize-Goods then brovght in hither, our pro- 
je&ting Politicians (whole Bafinefs, for the moft Part, is to fifh 
in troubled Waters) foon found outa Way, by traducing the faid 
Collef&tor, as an alledged” Enemy to the common Intereft of this 
Ifland, and by fuggefting other ridiculous Prejudices againft the Na- 
ture of his Office, toraifea Poff of poor deluded mebbifh Priva- 


teers, to threaten, infult, and bally him, oF at leaft his Deputy, © 
fh: 


from putting the faid Law duly ig Execution: Which Bese 
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Proceeding, together with the Govyernor’s Order aforefaid, com- 
pell'd the {aid Colletor to fit down contented with getting only 
Bonds, for the payment of thofe Duties, from the feveral Agents 
of the Captors of the faid refpeétive Prizes 3 with {uch Securities as 
they could, or thought fit to give for the fame. 

Here it is to be obferved, that, by a general Combination between 
the aforefaid Agents and Bond-Proje€tors, whenever they were to 
give Bonds for the aforefaid Prize-Duties, they always pretended 
to be in fuch extreme hurry, in fitting out the faid Captors again to 


_aéeay or the like, that they could not poffibly {pare Time then, to- 


fettle and adjuft the exaét.and particular Sums which the aforefaid 
Prize- Duties amounted to, and tor which they were tp give Bonds 3 
But, in a Braggadochio-manner, to prevent the leaft ufpician of any 
finifter Defign in them (honeft Gentlemen !) would needs force up- 
on the Collettor or his Deputy, Bonds containing Penalties amoun- 
ting to perhaps Five, Fen, or Fifteen Times as much as was, OF 
could have been reafonably demanded of them: So that upon ad- 


" jufting and, comparing the Sums really due for the aforefaid Prize 


Duties, and unlatisfied, the firlt of June 1711, (fince which 
Time the Prize Duties ceafed) with ‘the Penalties of the Bonds 
granted for the fame ; the Penalties amounted to 54830 /. whereas 
the Duties or real Sums for which thefe Bonds were granted, ae 
mounted only to 9043 1. bY a 

Now to unriddle the myflerious Iniquity of this Janus-like 
Bond-Project, it will be neceflary to fhew you, how our Politici- 
ans have made it cut, like a two edged Sword, both forward and 
backward, and effedtually to anfwer, ever fince, all the various fi- 
nifler Ends propofed by it. 

Whenever any of the faid Captors demanded a fair Diftribution 

to be made of the Produce of the fevera] Prizes wherein they were 
concern’d, fo as they might receive their re{pective Shares thereof, 
their Agents had always one general An{wer ready coin’d, and in 
Store for them, viz. ‘© That, in regard the faid Colle@or had 
** compelled them ‘(as they alledged ) to give Bonds and Security 
** to the Queen, for the full : 
“ of what the faid Prizes might amount to; it could not be rea- 
‘* fonably expected, they fhould part with any of the aforefaid 
“ Price Goods, or the Produce thereof, while thofe heavy Bonds 
: ey were at a continued Ex- 
* pence, upon account of Law Charges, and for foliciting to get 
§ the faid Bonds remitted, and made void by At of Parliament, 
© @5c. orto fuch Effet. : "ELOY, | 


Then, vice ver/4, under the plaufible Colour of a’mof tender. 


and compaffionate regard to the pretended Cafe of the faid Cap- 
tors, our Triumvirate-Projettors procur’d Addreffes from the Go- 
vernor, Council, and Affembly, by means whereof, together with 
the joint Endeavours of their Affociates and Abettors, a Parlia- 
mentary Injundétion was obtain’d, to puta fop to all Proceedings 


on the aforefaid Bonds, till the end of the next enfuing Seflion of 


Parliament, | 
Eo. 
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( 44) Loni 

So that, by thus artfully magnifying the Queen’s Claim againft. 
the Captors, on the one Hand, and by fetting up the Captor’s 

pretended Intereft, againft the Queen’s Right, with the other 

Hand, thefe Rooks (the aforefaid Agents and their juggling Tri- 

umvirate, Confederates and Abettors) have, all this Time, kept 

the above mentioned Sum of 54830 7. among them ; or, at leaft, 
the Produce of all the aforefaid Prize Goods; which, inftead of 

being lefs, may (for ought I know, and more probably too) have 

amounted to more than the double of that Sum, all which is laid 

out (as 1 am credibly informed) partly on Mortgages, at 10/. per* 
Cent. (the common Intereft here) and partly on Trade, €5¢. from 

the confideration whereof, you may eafily perceive, That ’¢7s no 

wonder if a Hook thus doubly baited foould catch Fifo; ot that a 

Number of Perfons thus combining together, and laying afide all 

Principles of Humanjty and Juftice, for compaffing their worldly 

Ends, fhould foon obtain a more than ordinary Portion of the Mam- 

mon of Unrighteou[nefs. 

Many of the aforefaid poor Captors being, in the mean Time, 
dead, or removed into other Parts,iand fuch of them as remain fill 
living here, being thus quite tired out, and brought into Defpair 
of ever recovering their Rights, have, at laft, thro’ the mere ne- 
ceflity of their Circumftances, compounded their feveral and re- 
{pective fhares of the aforefaid Prizes, with their {aid Agents, 
and fome few others concerned with them, for fittle or nothing. ~ 

Whereupon a grievous Complaint was, on the rath of Odober, 
r71t, made to our then fitting Afflembly (the fame that is flill 
continued by feveral Prorogations) and the Confideration thereof 
was, with a very formal Air, referred to a Committee: But Mr. 
Brodrick (one of the {aid Triumvirate) being Speaker, and the 
Majority of the Members being Tools to him and his Affociates, 
the Subject matter of the aforefaid Complaint was flurr’d aver in 
filence,. without ever taking any the leaft further Cognizance 
thereof, to this Hour, ) 

From all which, you may reafonably conclude, that tho’ the 
Parliament fhould now be induced to remit the {aid Bonds, it is 
not probable that the poor Captors can ever reap any Benefit there- 
by ; unlefs the Parliament fhould, in their great Wifdom, Com- 
paflion and Juftice, think fit, ar the fame Time, to interpofe their 
Authority fo far, as to take care that a {pecial Commiflion be fent 
to dif-interefled Perfons here, for enquiring into the great Abufes 
aforefaid, and for re-inftating fuch of the faid Captors as are lis 
ving, (and the Executors and Adminittrators of fuch of them as 
are dead) in /laty guo 3 without any regard to the aforelaid Com- 
pofitions ; and allowing them Tncereikiskewite for the Lime that 
their Money is detain’d by the faid Agents ; Which would be a 
very confiderable Relief to the poor Captorss and the Queen's jut 
Right, as to she aforefaid Duties, may neverthelefs be ftill referw'd. 
Thus would thefe. Rooks be caught an the Net which they fpread 
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Neque enim Lex juftior ulla eff, 
Quam Necis Artifices arte perire fua. 





But that which I am further furprized at, touching this Affair, is 
to have it pofitively affirmed, from feveral Hands, that, for indu- 
cing the Commiffioners of Her Majefty’s Cuftoms, to make a favou- 
rable Report to the Honourable Houle of Commons, for remitting 
the aforefaid Bonds, &c. our late Governor Handafyde, Colonel 
Richard Lloyd, Mr. Charles Kent, Mr. Richard Thompfon, Mc. Ed- 
ward Fames, and Mr. Fames Knight, late Inhabitants of this Ifland, 
fhould deliberately adventure upon expofing themfelves fo far, as 
to give in fuch a formal Certificate under their Hands, to the faid 
Commiffioners, relating to the aforefaid Bonds, and to the Cafe and 
Circumftances of the refpeétive Perfons thereby bound, as they 
could not (or, at leaft refufed to) make Oath, to the Truth there- 
of, when thereunto required by the faid Commiffioners, purfuant to 
the Direétions of the Actof Parliament, enjoining that all Exami- 
nations and Proofs in that Matter, fhould be taken upon Oath. 


Had thefe Gentlemen been ever, any way, noted as fcrupulous ° 
Non-jurors; on all former Occafions, or been profefled Quakers at” 


the time, there might be fome charitable Room left for extenuating 
the Imputatiomof that grofs Difingenuity, which fuch a Proceeding 


feems to have fixed upon them* But fince neither the one, nor the - 


other, can be pretended, itis plain, they gave in that Certificate, 
with a premeditated Defign, to have thereby impofed ,on the faid 

Comuniffioners, in the firft Place, and then onthe Parliament, of 

courfe; without ever fuppofing that they would be put to the Teft 

of fwearing to the Truth of what they had then certified as afore- 
ald. 

*Tis true, the Law does not take hold of Perfons, for barely fay- 
ing or certifying a Falfhood under their Hands, as it does for 
Perjury: But, in my humble Opinion, they are equally punifh- 
able, in foro Confcientie; when done knowingly, © animo injuriandi. 
Yet, we tao frequently, fee, that, tho’ to avoid atemporal Punifh- 
ment, fome People will not fo readily venture upon doing the one, 
they'll not always {cruple much to do the other, when they think it® 
may ferve a particular Turn, for advancing their own or theif 
Friend’s Intereft. i ¥ 

From my having thus expatiated fo fully on the fubjeét Matter of 
Efcheats, Prize-Duties, Multiplication of Offices in one Man’s 
Power, &’c. you may poffibly imagine, that the moft confiderable 
Grie¥ances of this Ifland, and the Oppreffions we lie’ under, are 
generally comprencagee under thefe few Heads. No! I affure 
you, not the one hundredth Part of them : Bor,*were I to launch 
out into that boundlefs Ocean of Corruption, the Proceedings in 
our chief Courts of Judicature (viz. the High Court of Chancery, 
the Grand Court, the Court of Admiralty, and the Council, which 
together with our Governor makes, you know, a Court of Appeals. 


hefe.) Icowldeafily give you fuch flaming Infkances of arbitrary, 
: ihe: illegal, 
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illegal, violent, unjaft, oppreffive and moft {candaloufly corrupt 
Practices (and that chiefly too by the notorious Influence of our 
dearly beloved Triumvirate) in the Diftribution of what is here 
called Juftice, that any ferious, intelligent, and indifferent Obfer- 
ver (if fuch a one could be here found) would be apt to conclude 
that, inthis Climate, Virtue was to pafs for Vice, and Vice for 
Virtue 5 and that Right and Wrong had made a mutual Exchange 
Of their refpettive Qualities and Properties. 

To goto Law here, is, ineffedt, the fame as to try who has the 
heavieft Purfe, and who can part with his Money moft freely : For 
moft commonly, if the Caufe be pretty confiderable, ’tis ten to one, 
but that he who fees beft, may come beft {peed, according to that of 
Solomon, Prov. 19- 46 Wealth maketh many Friends, and ver. 6, E- 
wery Man is a Friend to him thatgiveth Gifts. And Chap. 17. 23. A 
wicked Man taketh a Gift out of tke Bofom (that is, fecretly) to per- 
vert the Ways of Judgment, never regarding what goes before; vers 
35. fe that juftifieth the Wicked, and he that condemneth the Fuft, eves 
they both are Abomination to the Lord. pte: 

But our Judges have this to plead, in their own Juftification, 
That it is not to be expected they fhould judge and determine Law- 
Suits, according tothe common Rules of Law and Equity, fince 


» none of them was ever bred tothe Knowledge of the Laws. As 


for Example : Tho’ Chancery-Suits are very frequent, and induftri- 
oufly fwell’d up, toa prodigious Bulk here, of late Years; yet, this 
Ifland never having had any other Chancellor, than the Governor, 
for the time being ; and our late Governor’s Education having been 
generally confin’d to the Exercife of Pike and Musket $ it need not 
be much wonder’d at, if he underftood (without Infpiration) little 
more of the Office ofa Lord Chancellor, andthe deciding of ab- 
trufe and. knotty Law-Cafes, than he did of what he commonly 
(by Miftake) call’d the Creed of St, Ignatius; meaning that of St, 
Athanafus: To which, he faid, he could. not be ealily recon- 
ciled. 

And our prefent Chancellor (that is, our Governor) having been 
always bred at Sea, from a Youth upward, even before the Revo- 
lution ; and never employ’d or converfant in any other Bufine(S,be- 


fore he came hither 5 {cannot wellapprehend how the bare Pre- 


eminence of afuperior Birth, fhould entitle him toa more infpired 
Knowledge of the Laws, than the former. 

Our prefent Chief-Juftice, and chief Judge of the Grand-Court, 
(that is, the Courts of Queen’s Bench, Common Pleas, and Exe 
chequer, allincone} was likewife bred at Sea, froma Boy upward, 
and, happening to get-the Command ofa Frigat, had the goed or 
bad Luck (Lcan’c tell whieh) to lofe her, on.a Rock, in fight of 
Port-Royal, without any StrcfS.of Weather #So, not thinking it 
convenient toreturn home, fettled here, and became firfi a Plan 


. ter, and then a Judge. 


‘The next in courfe, is honeft Judge Carelefs : He wasa Soldier in, 
one of the Regiments of Foot-Guards, at White-hall ; and his Cap- 


tain, willtng to fave himlelf the Trouble of paying his Company’s 


weekly 


, 








| 
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Weekly Subfiftence-Money, entrufted this fame V—§ mr C—~}e/s 
to doit for him: Bue Mr. C Jefs aithing (it feéms) at greater 
Matters, than carrying a Musket, borrow’d one Week’s Subfiftance 
of the Company, drew his own PafS, and made the beft of his wa 
hither, infalutato Hofpite. Some fay he fold himfelfto the Mafter 
of the Ship in which he was tranfported, to be a Servant for a Cera 
tain Term of Years; but under Redemption. However, bé that as 
it_ will, he married a Plantet’s Widow, and is now the firft 
of the Six Affiftant-Judges of the Grand+Court. But nevérthelefs 
he ftill retains fo much of his former Integrity, that if a Cole or 
Steer happen to fraggle out of a Neighbouritig Penn; he very cha- 
ritably receives it into his own ; and to prevent its ftragsling far- 
ther, claps on his own Mark upon ir, : 
Allthe other Affiftant-Judges are likewife Planters of indifferent 
Eftates, and have no Salaries. So that, wpon the whole Matter, 





while the abfolute Power of nominating, appointing, continuing, 
difcontinuing and changing, thefe Judges, at Pleafure, remaitis int 
the Gov-——~—r for the time being, and while a Triumvirate of 
fuch Perfons as R —— py, Br mimemck, and St— —t, or atty two, 
or one of them, ftand inftéad of an Oracle to fuch a Gov—~=sy, 
touching all Matters relating both to Law and Gof pel (as they do 
now, and have done for fome Years paft) I dare venture to affure 
you, that very few (if any) will be made or continued Judgés, 
merely from the Confideration of the BrightnefS of their Quatifica- 
tions, or Integrity of theit Charaéters, in other Refpetts 3 and con. 
fequently that none but their own Creatures, Dependents and At 
fociates'can well reckon upon being tolerably fecure, either as ta 
the Liberty of their Petfons, or Property of their Eftates, Under 
fuch a precarious and corrupt Adminiftration, as we How. labour 
under. | +. d He 
I thal now conclude this long Letter with the Recital of a Story, 
which I cannot forbear mentioning to you, becaufe of the Shrewde! 
nefs of the Allufion. — 
News arriting here, fome time fince, from Barbadoes, that hea-  * 
vy Complants were fent home, againft Mr. Lo —r, the prefent 
Governor of that Ifland, for fome alledg’d arbitrary Proceed- 
ingsinthe Adminiftration of his Government there; and that, asto® 
Mr. Do——-s, the Governor of the Windward Iflands, he was 
(as they phras’d it) playing the De——| upon two Sticks ; fining,im- 
prifoning, @mpounding, &e. at Pleafure; efpecially in Antegoa, 
under the Colour of enquiring into the Manner and Occafion of che * 
urdering his Predeceffor, Colonel Parks; infomiich that fome ré- 
ported he had made 20, fome 49 of 50 (God knows how many) 





_ Thoufands of Pounds, fince he came thithér; and that there Was a 
grievous Complaint {ent home hg “hith,-&c, Which Piece of 
dt 


- News (whether true in Fa&t or nor, T know not) being publickly 
told or repeated at our Governor’s Table; Mc. R—+—2y (our 

_ Prolocutor as well as Di€tator General) without taking any further 

- notice of the aforefaid News, was pleas’d, after fome few affeded* 

Smiles and Grins, to entertain his ee and fome few others, 
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then prefent, with the following Story, viz. “That a certain Vice- 
& Roy of Mexico underftanding that the chief Inhabitants had fent 
“© home very grievous and heavy Complaints againft him, to old 
© Spain, upon account of vaft Sums of Money, which they alledged 
¢* he had exaéted fromthem,in a very arbitrary and oppreflive man- 
“ ner, during the time of his Government, (Sc, he wrete to his 
“ moft intimate Friend at Madrid, for Advice how he fhould be- 
° have, on that Occafion, and whether he might venture to go to 
«¢ Court, (Sc. That thereupon his Friend fent him Word, if the 
« Complaint was true, andthat he had got all the Treafure they 
« (aid he had got, he might freely cometo Court, with great Safety 5 
<¢ but that otherways he muft expeé& to be ruin’d and undone: or 
¢¢ in Words to that Purpofe. 

I muft acknowledge, that as Mr. R——by is a Perfon of indefa- 
tigable Induftry, fo he has a very fingular Faculty of inculcating, his 
own feeming, Sentiments, both of Men and things, into the Minds 
of fuch weak Peopleas are not upontheir Guard, againft the Sub- 


tilry of his Attempts, and who cannot fo readily penetrate into the . 


Pernicioufnefs of his doubleDefigns: He has likewifea more than or- 
dinary Talent in bringing his Votaries to be upon a Level with him- 


_ felf, as to the Loofnefs both of his Principles and Praétices : Yet 


neverthelefs ftill hope that he, and fuch as he, may, in due: time, 
find there is a Difference to be met with, between a Spanifh anda 
truly uncorrupted Briti{h Miniftry 5 efpecially in a Cafe that, con- 
cerns the Liberty and Property of Britifh Subjeéts. However, the 
Slynefs of his Infiruation, in telling this Story immediately upon the 
Back of: the aforefaid News, brings into my Mind that Oblervation 
of Solomon, Prov. 13.16. A Man's Gife maketh Room for him, and 
bringeth bim before great Men. ce | 
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Lam, SIR, . 


Your moft humble Servaat, 


~ 


ere... 








‘ 





LI >> TDP “e 





ra 
| 


2 
ea 


ila 


i] 
t 





|] 





~ STA 











4+4+ 














Ge 

- A 
ie 
q 











